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Burundi 


Burundi: Army Reportedly Not in Control of 
Events 


BR1705144496 Brussels KNACK in Dutch 
15-21 May 96 pp 126, 127 


(Report by Francois Misser: “Dancing on the Volcano 
— The Burundian Army Is No Longer in Control of 
the Situation — Hutu Guerrilla Groups Are Striking 
Virtually " erywhere in the Country’ | 


{[FBIS Translated Text) In his New Years’ message 
Burundian (Tutsi) President Antoine Nduwayo warned 
his people that the violence would increase further. 
Unfortunate'y, he is being proved right. The civil war 
is now raging in 11 of the 15 provinces, Regions which 
were spared in the past are now sharing the blows. The 
attacks by the Hutu guerrillas of the FDD [Forces for the 
Defense of Democracy) under the command of former 
Interior Minister Leonard Nyangoma are destabilizing 
virtually the entire country. This is also admitted by 
Charles Mukasi, chairman of UPRONA [Union for 
National Progress], to which the prime minister belongs. 


According to Doctors Without Frontiers [AZG] 15,000 
people were killed in 1995. This year the figure is said to 
be higher. The farmers no longer dare work their fields. 
The shops and markets are empty and food prices are 
rocketing. 


Everyone is afraid. No one in the central province of 
Gitega dares succeed Governor Macaire Hitimana after 
he resigned in April in fear of his life. The death of the 
local Army commander — killed in a guerrilla attack 
— has something to do with it. 


The south of the country is suffering badly under the 
pounding of the FDD. Nevertheless the extreme south 
was formerly the core area of the military elite which 
ruled the country for so long. Three presidents came 
from the region: Captain Michel Micombero, Colonel 
Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, and Major Pierre Buyota. Bagaza 
and his supporters in the PRN [?Party for National 
Recovery] felt so safe in the area that they planned to 
set up their Tutsi country there. The fact that the rebels 
struck there and even occupied the largest town for a 
few days indicates that the Burundian Army ts no longer 
ii, ‘ontrol of the situation. To the great annoyance of the 
locas Tutsi population. 


All of this is undermining the morale of the Tutsis. In 
reality they only control the towns and the areas around 
the military camps on the hills. After a guerrilla unit 
blew up the electricity pylons in the capital Bujumbura 
last year, at the end of April one of the many rebel 
groups attacked its largest hospital. Result: five dead. 
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Distrust 


The fact that the Army is not able to effectively 
combat its opponents ts causing division in the military 
leadership. Some top officers are protesting against the 
indiscriminate reprisals which, although directed against 
the guerrillas, hit the civilian population above all. The 
FDD claims that hundreds of innocent civilians are 
dying in this terror and now are threatening bloody 
revenge in their turn, From now on they are said to 
be pursuing the soldiers who go to hide in the Tutsi 
refugee camns. Which would endanger the refugees. 


In the meantime the wildest rumors are circulating about 
the settling of accounts between supporters of National 
Police Chief of Staff Pascal Simbanduku — the new 
stron: man — and the rest of the Army. Officers who 
call for negotiations with the guerrillas are said to be 
targeted. It is also whispered that some public servants 
are Cooperating secretly with the guerrillas. 


The stories are poisoning the atmosphere among the 
government partners so much that the supporters of 
FRODEBU [Front tor Democracy in Burundi) and 
UPRONA are no longer talking with one another. The 
Army seems to intend to fill the political vacuum: There 
are said to be secret plans for a coup. Part of the Army 
is said to Once again want complete power. Opponents 
warn of the international reaction to a coup. 


No matter what the truth may be, Burundi 1s drifting 
slowly toward full militarizauion and with it yet another 
bloodbath. 


UPRONA leader Mukasi believes that in the dangerous 
provinces responsible soldiers should take the place of 
governors. He wants all the recruits who were refused 
during previous selection rounds to now be called up 
into the Army. He is also proposing suspending the 
academic year for three months, so that students and 
school students can be trained in “defense techniques .” 
Finally Mukasi is asking that all public servants and 
refugees organize themselves in self-defense units. In 
this way villages would be transformed into strategic 
units with which the Army would carry out counter- 
guerrilla operations in the style of U.S. soldiers in 
Vietnam and the Guatemalan Army in the 1970's and 
1980's. It 1s worth remembering that this strategy failed 
totally in Vietnam and that in Guatemala it was tens of 
thousands of Indian farmers rather than the guerrillas 
who were eliminated. 


Money 


The Hutu dominated FRODEBU has a majority in Par- 
lament and therefore can try to oppose Mukasi's plans. 
Now already, various top FRODEBU representatives are 
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accused by the Tutsi parties of plundering the state cof- 
fers and passing on the money to the FDD. Such a 
course of affairs is improbable. Observers take it for 
certain that FRODEBU scarcely has any influence on 
the events. 


That was different after the elections of June 1993 which 
FRODEBU won brilliantly. However, in September 
1994 the party — forced by the circumstances — had 
to sign a government agreement. Under which it was 
agreed that the Hutu majority would share power with 
the Tutsi opposition, Since then FRODEBU has lost 
much of its power, 


Therefore Mukasi's plan has a chance, above all because 
it is supported by part of the Army leadership. 


Only a great deal of moncy 1s necessary to realize these 
intentions. Ultimately the plan comes down to a general 
militarization of the country. That money can only come 
from new taxes which the Burundian people — Hutus 
and Tutsis — will not be very happy with. 


The fact that a political leader is defending such an un- 
popular plan aloud, all in mind of the rapid suppression 
of the guerrillas, indicates that the government is very 
short of money. The classic donors are constantly seek- 
ing to invest less in Burundi, which is dancing on the 
rim of the volcano. 


Hence the repeated call for a dialogue between Hutus 
and Tutsis. But Nduwayo, Mukasi, and the Army refuse 
to enter into one with the argument that Nyangoma and 
the FDD are carrying out a genocide. 


In the meantime the farmers cannot bring in the tea and 
coffee harvests because there is fighting. As long as no 
solution is in sight, the IMF, World Bank, and other 
donors are keeping their purses closed. 


Without money, there will be no general militarization. 
In these circumstances it remains a mystery how the 
Army can win the war against the rebels. 


Burundi: Zairian Prime Minister Arrives in 
Bujumbura, Comments 


EA1805163496 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1130 GMT 18 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Zairian Prime Minister 
Kengo wa Dondo arrived this morning in Bujumbura. 
Auswering to the Radio Burundi journalist, Mr. wa 
Dondo said he came to Burundi to improve relations 
between Burundi and his country which are not good. 
The Zairian prime minister has indicated he 1s to discuss 
with his Burundian counterpart Antoine Nduwayo the 
closure of the countries’ common border, the situation 
between Burundi and Zaire, and economic activities 
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Zainian prime minister said he wishes Burund: and Zaire 
to reconcile and resume their cooperauion, 


Concerning Burundian refugees living in Zaire, Kengo 
wa Dondo said they live in compliance with inter- 
national norms on refugees. If not they would have 
expelled those refugees as the Zaman parliament de- 
manded. However Zaire’s government didn’t expel 
them. (?I recall) that Zaire is hosting nearly 100,000 Bu- 
rundian refugees in the eastern south Kivu region. These 
have fled ethnic violence which continues to claim vie- 
tums in Burundi, 


[Begin recording) [Unidentified journalist] Mr. Prime 
Minister, among these retugees [in Zaire} are those who 
launch attacks against Burundi and then return to Zaire. 
They are on the border, they are undergoing military 
training which does not conform to international norms. 


[wa Dondo] First of all, we wall discuss with my 
colleague if the allegations can be proved. Ht such proof 
exists and can be provided, Zaire will do everything in 
its power to stop its territory being used to destabilize 
a tnendly and neighboring country. [passage omitted] 
fend recording] 


Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo, who met his Zaman 
counterpart, answered some questions by the Zairan 
press. The prime minister Antoine Nduwayo hopes that 
he and his counterpart will achieve better results than 
the commission of experts. 


{Begin Nduwayo recording} | think this meeting [words 
indistinct] regarding the fact that we have security 
problems on the border and we think the visit of the 
Zairian prime minister will enable us to resolve this 
problem. In any case we pin a lot of hope on this 
visit. [passage omitted] | hope we will be successful, 
otherwise there's no point. [end recording] 


Burundi: Zairian Prime Minister Ends Visit; Joint 
Communique Issued 


EA2005103596 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 19 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Zairian prime minister, 
Kengo wa Dondo, has concluded today his two-day visit 
to Burundi. The visit was aimed to improve the strained 
relations between Burundi and Zaire. [Name tndisunct] 
reports: 


[Correspondent] The aim of the visit of the Zarian 
prime minister was to look for means to (ease) tension 
between the two countries whose borders are closed 
since nearly a month. 


During the visit, Prime Minister Leon Kengo wa Dondo 
met Burundi head of state Sylvestre Nubantunganya 
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to whom he handed over a message of his Zairian 
counterpart Mobutu Sese Seko, and held talks with 
Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo. 


A joint communique read at the end of the visit indicated 
that the two prime ministers decided to resume activities 
of the joint defense commission set up last year which 
will tackle ways of [word indistinct) to reopen the 
border. 


Talking in a press conference, Kengo wa Dondo rejected 
[the] presence in Zaire of the Burundian [rebel] leader 
Leonard Nyangoma [leader of the National Council for 
the Defense of Democracy}. He said that the Zairian 
Government decided to expel him in February last year, 
stressing that if he is sull there, he lives clandestinely. 


The Zairian head of government said, however, that his 
country cannot allow destabilization of its neighbors 
from its territory. He pointed out that if Burundi 
considers all its refugees in Zaire as criminals, the 
Zairian Government can deport them on the border 
immediately, but for Kengo wa Dondo this reaction 
would not help Burundi for its security. He (quoted) 
the [word indistinct} Radio Democracy, which preaches 
ethnic hatred in Burundi from Zaire. The Zairian prime 
minister said that he doesn't know whether the radio 
broadcasts from Zaire. 


Talking about the Masisi issue in eastern Zaire, where 
Rwandan-born Zairians are being chased and killed, 
Kengo wa Dondo said: The solution for that crisis is for 
Rwanda to repatriate its refugees from Zaire, otherwise 
the Zairian Government won't be able to control [the] 
anger of its population, which has much suffered from 
destruction of its goods, infrastructure, and environment 
by those refugees. He said the local population would 
have to do its own justice. 


The Zairian premier called on his Burundian counterpart 
on the other hand to work for all barundi [Burundian 
people] to enable the forthcoming national debate [to] 
gather all Barundi in order to ensure on [as heard] true 
reconciliation in Burundi. 


Central African Republic 


Central African Republic: Soldiers Occupy Streets 
of Bangui '? May 

AB1805160696 Paris AFP in English 

1551 GMT 18 May 9 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Bangui, May 18 (AFP) — 
Some 200 soldiers were seen on Saturday [18 May] 
taking over the streets of central Bangui, capital of 
Central African Republic, and rounds of gunfire were 
heard. 
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French soldiers, based at Bangui airport, who intervened 
in an army muliny a month ago, were moving toward 
the city center, witnesses told AFP. 


The soldiers on the streets were demanding the return 
of their weapons and armories to the control of the 
Republic's regular army. 


Central African Republic: 500 Mutinous Soldiers 
Reported in Streets 


AB1805203396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 18 May 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Mutinous soldiers have again 
taken to the streets of Bangui, the capital of the Central 
African Republic. Last month, a mutiny lasted three 
days. The soldiers were demanding back-pay. In the 
end, President Ange-Felix Patasse coughed up three 
months’ pay, and the soldiers went back to barracks. 
Well, now, the soldiers are mounting a fresh protest. 
Our correspondent, Joseph Benamsse, has been out 
and about. Emilia French asked him what had been 
happening: 

[Begin recording] [Benamsse] At the moment, the Army 
is still in the streets, and even when I came from a 
nearby police station here, | saw more than 500 of them 
meeting and they said that they don’t want to reveal 
what they have discussed to journalists. 


[French] So, who is in control? 


[Benamsse] Right now, the presidential guards are in 
control of the city center. They are now deployed on 
the premises of the presidential palace and the national 
radio, but Bangui’s remotest and populous area of 
Kilometre Cing is under the contro! of the mutineers. 
They have seized a large number of vehicles, and they 
are now conunuing their rebellion. 


{French} So, how many soldiers are involved in the 
mutiny? 


{Benamsse] There are more than 500. 
[French] And, what provoked today’s action” 


[Benamsse] Today's situation 1s provoked by a govern- 
ment decision to transfer the armory from the military 
base of Kasai to Camp de Roux, and you should know 
that Camp de Roux is a place where the presidential 
guards are based. And, according to the mutineers, this 
constitutes a plan from the government to hit those who 
have organized the mutiny of last April. 


[French] The government is trying to deny access to the 
Army to this weapons store, is that right’ 
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[Benamsse] You are right. The government is now 
trying to disarm the National Army just to give it enough 
extent to hit the mutineers — those who have organized 
the mutiny of last April. 


{French} And, has there been any exchange of fire 
today? 


[Benamsse] Talking of exchange of fire, there has not 
heen any exchange of fire so far. But, what I can tell you 
is that there was some shooting in the air this morning, 
and even right now, there are some shootings in the 
Streets just to frighten people to seize their vehicles for 
the rebellion. 


[French] So, today, there have been no casualties? 


{[Benamsse] There have been no casuaiues so far, but 
let us expect them in the hours to come. 


[French] Have any French troops been deployed today” 


[Benamsse] The French troops have not been deploy. - 
so far, and we think that they are going to come in 
within hours to come, because the situation 1s apparently 
getting tense at the moment. 


{French} So, as you came in from the streets, what was 
the situation? 


{[Benamasse] When | went to the streets this afternoon, 
traffic has been disrupted, and there are always some 
people and curiosity seekers along the street, and the 
mutineers are still patrolling the main avenues in the 
area. 


[French] Going back to the last mutiny, it was about 
pay. Now, have the soldiers since been paid? 


[Benamsse] Yes, they have got their payments. They 
have got their salanes of January, February, and March. 
And, even though the government promised to pay the 
salary of April to the Army, nothing has been done so 
far. 


[French] So what are people expecting to happen next? 


{[Benamsse| The situation is confused at the moment, 
and people don't know what is going to happen next. 
So let us just wait and see. [end recording] 


Central African Republic: Presidential Guard, 
Soldiers Reportedly Clash 


LD1808204796 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 18 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} There has been fresh shooting 
today in Bangui. Following the mutiny of 18 April, 
some 200 soidiers of the Central African Republic 
again took to the streets in downtown Bangui at around 
midday. They were apparently protesting against the 
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decision by the president to take away their weapons. 
Kamel Djaider was able to talk to one of the leaders ot 
the opposition, Abel Goumba [of Consultative Group 
of Democratic Forces], he gives an account of the tense 
situation in Bangut: 


[Begin Goumba recording} At 1000 this morning, sol- 
diers again started the same scenes as those of 18 Apni: 
They are commandeernng vehicles, and rumor has 1 
that one can even see armored vehicles in the streets 
of Bangui. It appears Colonel (Djader) of the Presiden- 
tial Guard went to the Kasai camp [on the outskirts of 
Bangui] where the powder store [as heard] 1s kept, per- 
haps to ask for this powder store to be placed under the 
control of the Presidential Guard, and the Kasai soldiers 
reportedly resisted this. There are other rumors saying 
the spokesman for the mutineers of 18 April has been 
arrested, which will have aroused resentment and anger 
among the others. [end recording } 


So the situation is confused; but in any case, soldiers 
in Bangui are angry again. So, correspondent Munel 
Pomponne, there is apparently a conflict between the 
troops and the Presidential Guard, bearing in mind also 
that not all the problems related to the April mutiny 
have yet been resolved. 


[Pomponne] Yes. After that mutiny, the soldiers ob- 
tained the payment of three months’ overdue wages — 
that was the main reason why they mutinied — and an 
amnesty; but some of them have apparently not appre- 
ciated the fact that despite this amnesty, an inquiry has 
begun. It nevertheless appears that the then leader of 
the mutiny has not been arrested, contrary to a recent 
rumor. But above all, the president's office has decided 
to have the arms factory [as heard] transterred to the 
control of the Presidential Guard, led by Col. Dyader, a 
loyal aide of President Patasse. So it is to protest against 
this decasion that the soldiers have this time taken to the 
streets. The government has ordered the minister of state 
for defense to begin discussions with the mutineers; at 
the moment it appears contact has not yet been made. 


The French ambassador has been tn touch with the office 
of the president of the Central African Republic, but it 
is not yet known whether or not the authorities of the 
Central African Republic have officially requested the 
intervention of the French forces based in the republic. | 
remind you that in the previous mutiny around a month 
ago — a mutiny that claimed nine lives — French 
soldiers intervened to restore order 
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Central African Republic: President’s Office 
Responds to Soldiers’ Demands 


AB1905134296 Paris AFP in French 
1158 GMT 19 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bangui, 19 (AFP) — [pas- 
sage omitted] Exchanges of firing were sporadic but, 
according to one journalist at the radio — who like 
most of his colleagues had to spend the night at the ra- 
dio station without being able to get out — there were 
not, strictly speaking, clashes. 


The rest of the capital was calm by midday today, except 
that from time to time a vehicle commandeered by the 
mutineers passed by with soldiers shooting in the air. 
Most of the shops were closed, and “even to find bread 
was a big problem,” a resident said. There were no taxis 
and buses because residents were not getting out of their 
houses. 


When the mutineers started their mutiny yesterday they 
Said they were protesting President Ange-Felix Patasse’s 
decision to disarm them and place the armory of the 
Kasai Camp, the main barracks of the country, under 
the control of the presidential security. The measure 
follows the 18 to 22 April insurrection, when 100 to 
200 soldiers were demanding payment of three months 
of salary arrears. 


But in a coimmunique issued last night the office of 
the President of the Republic denied having made such 
a decision. “This allegation, which is said to be one 
of the reasons for the current munity, is baseless and 
contrary to the spirit of reconciliation advocated by the 
head of state,” the communique stressed, recalling that 
the president had “undertaken, on behalf of the state, 
not to prosecute the mutincers.” 


The main demand of the mutineers is said to be precisely 
on this lack of prosecution and the adoption of an 
amnesty law for the leaders and participants in the April 
mutiny. The soldiers had President Patasse’s verbal 
promise of this amnesty, but they would now like to 
see this promise backed by law. They say they were 
worried by an earlier statement by the head of state that 
an inquiry will be open to “determine those involved in 
fishing in troubled waters.” 


Negotiations were to be led by Hugues Dobozeni, 
speaker of the National Assembly, accompanied by rep- 
resentatives of parliamentary groups and the president 
of the Central African Human Rights League. Defense 
Minister Jean Mette Yapende is also expected to partic- 
ipate in these negotiations. Informed sources say since 
yesterday the mutineers have been contacted in order to 
prepare these negotiations. 
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Central African Republic: French Troops Try To 
Intervene; Envoy Comments 


LD1905171396 Paris LCI Television in French 
1600 GMT 19 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The situation is very tense in 
Bangui, the capital of the Central African Republic 
{CAR] where, for the second time in a month, a section 
of the Armed Forces mutineered yesterday. They have 
been holding hostage the chief of staff of the Central 
African Armed Forces and a minister. 


Sporadic shooting could be heard only a few hours 
ago in the city center. French troops based in Bangui 
are prvecting the presidential palace. They are also 
safeguarding the security of French nationals living in 
Bangui, about 2,500 of them. 


One of them spoke to Armelle Delafont on the tele- 
phone: 


[Begin Francois Angeline recording, French national 
speaking from Bangui, with sound of shooting in the 
background] Mortars were fired on the dining room. 
The kitchen is covered in du t. There are five of us 
here, in the kitchen. We have to speak in quite a low 
voice because we do not want the mutineers, who may 
be outside, to know that there are people here and to 
get in here. There is one person below us with (her) 
two children who must be terrorized in her bedroom. 


The French embassy has just called us. According 
to them, French troops are trying to come to the 
city center, but they cannot come to collect us night 
now. Apparently, the 200 mutineers — the same who 
mutineered a month ago — came out of their barracks 
yesterday because the authorities wanted to take the 
last weapons they had away from them. They refused, 
and shooting started last night. It went on until 1000 
and resumed at 0530 this morning. The rebels seem 
io be much more determined than a month ago. [end 
recording] 


As for the reasons behind this second rebellion, the 
mutineers — there are about 200 soldiers — apparently 
demand that their weapons be given back to them. They 
were taken away from them after the first mutiny last 
April. 

Jean-Paul Ngoupande, the Central African ambassador 
to Paris, gave details to Sabine Melee: 


[Begin Ngoupande recording] As things stand, it is 
very difficult to understand the latest demands. Things 
were quite clear last time: The mutineers demanded the 
payment of three months of wage arrears. That was 
granted, which led to the success of the negouations 
and drove the soldiers back to their barracks. 
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This time round it seems that the mutineered soldiers 
have complained about the fact that their weapons have 
heen taken away from them. The government last night 
released a communique denying that it had intended 
to remove these weapons and to place them under the 
responsibility of the Presidential Guard. 


In the communique released last night, the government 
says it is prepared to hold talks. However, it would like 
all this to take place within a constitutional framework. 
This is now a democratic country that has chosen 
the democratic path. Al! the problems in the country 
can only be discussed within that framework, in the 
constitutional framework. [end recording] 


Central African Republic: French Group Together; 
Looting Reported 

LD1908200296 Paris Radio France International 

in French 1830 GMT 19 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} There has been a further 
day of turmoil i1 Bangui: On the second day of the 
mutiny the mutinying soldiers are sull holding hostage 
three prominent public figures — the chief of staff, 
the energy minister, and the speaker of the assembly. 
[passage omitted] This evening negotiations began. 
Kamel! Dyaider: 


{Djaider] Yes, they are talks between a delegation of 
the Central African mutineers and a delegation headed 
by the speaker of the National Assembly — in any 
case, at least, according to what the presidency of the 
republic in Bangui has told us. The minister for energy 
resources and the chief of staff of the Armed Forces, 
who were yesterday considered to be held hostage by the 
mutineers, are taking part in these negotiations as part 
of the delegation representing the authorities. So, you 
can see that there is great confusion. [passage omitted] 


This evening, as we speak, the situation is extremely 
confused. Looting 1s on the increase throughout Bangui. 
The French forces have begun grouping together the 
2,000 or so French nationals in Bangui. In Paris, the 
French Foreign Ministry is taking the situation very 
seriously. That is the expression used. We also know 
that French soldiers are being deployed around the 
presidency of the republic in Bangui, and, according to 
certain sources, the Presidential Guard is weakening and 
at this time the question is how far the French soldiers 
will go in defending President Ange Felix Patasse, who 
is in serious trouble. [passage omitted] 


According to Bangui hospital, two mutineers have been 
killed in clashes with the Presidential Guard. Two 
civilians have also died and 15 or so people have been 
injured. This is reported to be the toll of the two days 
of the uprising in Bangui. 
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Central African Republic: Mediator Interviewed on 
Possible 20 May Talks 


LD1905231296 Paris Radio France International 
in French 2130 GMT 19 May 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} Let us now return to the Central 
Alrican Republic with Mr. Tiangaye, the medictor 
appointed a month ago following the first mutiny in 
Bangui. Mr. Tiangaye has announced negotiations for 
tomorrow morning at 0700 hours (0600 GMT] between 
the mutineers and the presidency. He spoke to Kamel 
Djaider about this weekend's crisis: 


[Begin recording) [Tiangaye] During the first mutiny, 
the demands had to do with wages, whereas they are 
different now. The mutineers want their security to be 
safeguarded because they believe that the accords signed 
in April have not been respected by the government 
on the one hand. On the other hand, they believe that 
we are trying to disarm them and to make then, more 
vulnerable. That is why they have decided to muti..y. 


[Djaider] Is there a political rationale behind all this, 
Mr.Tiangaye, as some people are now saying? 


[Tiangaye}] I do not have enough information to make 
such a statement. The mutineers who... [pauses] At the 
time of their mutiny, they said that they will no longer 
be safe as soon as the presidential guard trics to disarm 
them. As far as I am concerned, | did not have prior 
knowledge of that. 


[Djaider] Was that issue not part of the negotiations at 
the time when you were a mediator” 


[Tiangaye] No. When the first negotiations took place, 
this issue was not on the agenda. The issue of the 
weapons at the Kasai camp is a recent issue. 


[Djaider] Another question, Sir. Are the three personal- 
ities who have been taken hostage by the mutineers — 
namely, the National Assembly spokesman, the mine 
minister, and the chief of staff — still being held 
hostage? 


[Tiangaye] These people have not yet been released 
Right now, these three personalities are still hostages 
and held at the Kasai camp by the mutineers. 


[Djaider} Are the mutineers demanding anything in 
exchange for their release? 


[Tiangaye] They have not said anything so far. 


[Djaider] As a wise man, if I may call you that, since 
you are the chairman of the Human Rights League 
and a personality who is representative of the civilian 
society, are you adamant that the situation is going to 
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have posiuve developments over the next few hours on 
Monday [20 May}? 


|Tiangaye) I think that the two sides are increasingly 
aware of the need to defuse this crisis because national 
interest is at stake. 1 am convinced that the impasse may 
lead to a situation whereby things may get out of hand 
or we may head for unpredictability. I think that it is in 
no-one’s interest that things should get worse, and that 
is why I am still optimistic concerning the outcome of 
tomorrow's negotial) ons. 


[Djaider} Mr. Tiangaye, what can France do right now? 


[Tiangaye] France must know that there are institutions 
which have been set up democratically in our country, 
and I think that the internationa! community as a whole 
must see to it that these institutions are safeguarded. 


[Djaider} In other words, maintain the regime of Presi- 
dent Ange-Felix Patasse as it functions now within these 
instituuions ? 


[Tiangaye] The constitutional legality must be safe- 
guarded. [end recording] 


Central African Republic: French Troops Backing 
President Patasse 


AB2005045596 London BBC World Service 
in English 0405 GMT 20 May 96 


[From the World News program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] French troops in the Central 
African Republic [CAR] have gathered thousands of 
foreign nationals, most of them French, under their pro- 
tection as the mutiny by government soldiers continues 
in the capital, Bangui. {t is said French troops have been 
helping soldicrs loyal io the government to maintain 
control of the city center. The government says talks 
with the rebels will begin today, but there has been no 
confirmation from the mutineers. There has been con- 
linuing sporadic gunfire in the streets and reports of 
looting. Our West Africa correspondent, David Bam- 
ford, has been following events from ivory Coast: 


{Begin Bamford recording] After the unrest on the 
streets of Bangui went into its second night, officials 
close to President Patasse spoke optimistically of talks 
having been scheduled with mutinous soldiers for the 
morning. A presidential spokesman said they will be 
chaired by a prominent human rights activist, Nicolas 
Tiengaye, and will take place at the capital's main 
Army base, camp (Kafi), but the sign is that this Army 
rebellion is lacking a coherent leadership, and so far 
no clear set of demands has emerged. Some mutineers 
told journalists they wanted the overthrow of President 
Patasse, others seem to be content with an amnesty and 
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receipt of their back pay. There has been fighting in 
the streets in the city center. At least four people are 
reported dead and scores are injured. 


In Panis a French Foreign Ministry spokesman said that 
French troops based in the CAR are nol intervening 
except to protect the lives of foreign nationals. However, 
this would seem to give the term, no intervention, a 
very broad definition. Eyewitnesses say French troops 
backed up by tanks have been protecting the Presidential 
Palace and other strategic buildings. French soldiers 
were reportedly caught up in the fightung as rebel troops 
tried in vain to seize control of the national radio station 
Under the common defense treaty, France agreed to 
protect the CAR against external aggression, but there 
is no specific provision for assistance in dealing with 
internal uprising. [end recording] 


Latest reports from Bangui say that mutincers have 
taken a total of six hostages, among them the president 
of the National Assembly, a cabinet minister, and the 
prime minister's father, The hostages are said to de 
unharmed. The mutineers are also said to have called 
on French troops not to get directly involved in the 
conflict, and have threatened to retaliate against French 


property. 


Central African Republic: Mediator on Crisis; No 
‘Formal’ Grievances Listed 


AB2005051196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0430 GMT 20 May %%6 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} In the Central African Re- 
public [CAR] the two-day mutiny has not yet ended 
Yesterday was marked by fighting between the mut- 
nous soldiers and the Presidential Guard for the contro! 
of the national radio station. Many were reported killed, 
but no precise death toll has been published. [passage 
omitted] Nicolas Tiengaye, president of the CAR Hu- 
man Rights League, who has been appointed to chair 
negotiations between the mutineers and the government, 
has been interviewed by Raphael Mbadinga, to whom 
he expressed regret at the current situation 


[Begin Tiengaye recording] We believe that this muuny 
is likely to jeopardize the democratic process. We have 
successfully bridged the gap between the two sides. | 
believe that both sides are willing to overcome this 
crisis. I also think that no side stands to gain if the 
crisis should go on, because it could lead to incalculable 
consequences for the CAR. Both sides have become 
aware of the stakes and will do everything possible to 
put an end to the current crisis. 


The mutineers have not yet presented a formal list of 
grievances to the government. but in their statements, 
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they have mentioned failure by government to comply 
with the 21 April accord and attempts to take away 
their weapons from the (Kasai) Camp Armory. [end 
recording} 


Central Africin Republic: Mutineers Ask French 
Not To Intervene 


AB2005055296 London BBC World Service 
in English 0510 GMT 20 May 96 


[From the World News program hosted by Anna Harley] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of the Central 
African Republic has announced that talks with leaders 
of the troops whose mutiny has sparked off the latest 
unrest will begin 10 an hour's time, but there has been 
no word yet from the rebels, who seized six hostages, 
on whether they will take part. Meanwhile, thousands 
of foreign nationals, the tnajority of them French, have 
heen gathered together in the capital, Bangui, under the 
protection of the French Armed Forces. When I spoke 
to Joseph Benamsse, who reports for the BBC from 
Bangui, | asked him first adout the fighting and looting 
in the city which have been going on now for two days. 


[Begin recording] [Renamsse) Fighting is sull going on, 
and the mutineers are now proceding toward the city 
center. Late last night, they wanted to seize the national 
radio, but they were pushed back by the French troops 
who immediately moved in to restore peace and order 
in the city center. 


{Harley} Have there been any further deaths or injunes? 


{Benamsse] There were a lot of exchanges of fire, and 
there is no doubt that there were more deaths in the 
fighting. Earlier, official sources said that there were 
four deaths, among the four two civilians and two 
mutineers. 


[Harley] The government has said that there are going 
to be talks, but do we know yet if the rebels will attend 
them? 


[Benamsse] We cannot make sure | » ‘he negotiations 
will begin today at 0730 as planned by the government. 
[sentence as heard] 


[Harley] What do you know about ihe plans for the 
talks? 


[Benamsse] The Army has sei forth a certain number of 
points: They want the government to restore the national 
arsenal to the National Army instead of putting it under 
the control of the Presidential Guard; they want the head 
of state to sign a decree granting amnesty to the people 
who took part in the mutiny last April; and also ask that 
the government should cut short its plan to disarm the 
National Army. 
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{Harley} Do the rebels have any chance of getung what 
they want? 


{[Benamsse] Yes, the rebels are now having a lot of 


chance to get what they want because they are now 
holding about six people hostage. Among the host.ges 
are the president of the National Assembly, the mini. ter 
of mineral {resources}, as well as the father of the 
current prime minister. For the safety of the people, the 
government, who already wanted to talk, has to accept 
anything the mutineers are now asking so that peace can 
be restored in the capital, Bangui. 


{Harley} Has there been any further looting in the city’ 


{Benamsse} Oh yes, there has been some lootung in the 
city immediately after the French troops intervened to 
restore peace and order in the city. The mutineers are 
asking the French troops not to get involved in what 
they are doing because it is an internal problem. They 
are decided to loot the property of the French citizens 
in the capital Bangui, and many of their properties have 
been sabotaged by these mutineers. [end recording] 


Central African Republic: Government, Rebels Fail 
To Hold Talks 20 May 


AB2005 104996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1000 GMT 20 May 96 


[From the "News Desk” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of the Central 
At.ican Republic [CAR] says it has failed to hold talks 
with soldiers who are staging a mutiny in the capital 
Bangui. Reports from the city say the mutineers are 
holding six hostages, among them the head of the 
National Assembly and a cabinet minister. Widespread 
looting has been reported, but the fighting appears to 
have died down E2r!:.r there were exchanges of fire 
between the presidential guards, supported by French 
troops, and the mutineers. Among their main d «mands 
is that the national arsenal should remain undet Army 
control rather than that of the presidential guard. One 
of our Africa correspondents David Bamford reports: 


[Begin Bamford recording] Amid signs that this Army 
mutiny may now be running out of steam, the govern- 
ment has acknowledged that talks with the rebel soldiers 
they had hoped would take place this morning could not 
do so. The government spokesman did not give a reason, 
but said the talks would be held on Tuesday (21 May] 
instead. There has been no word about any meeting from 
the rebel soldiers themselves. A diplomatic source sug- 
gests the government side may be having difficulties 
finding somebody to negotiate on their behalf. 


The Army protest quickly deteriorated into a wave 
of looting in the city in which civilians too became 
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involved. Reports say the main targets were foreign- 
owned shops, most of which ‘re now empty. Calls over 
the weekend for other troops (o join in the rebellion 
did not seem to have had much impact. The shooting 
was diminishing Sunday [19 May], but the standoff 
conunues with troops loyal to President Ange-Felix 
Patasse sull in control of the main city’s buildings, 
including the radio station around which there was 
heavy fighting yesterday. 


French troops stationed in the CAR are also in the streets 
and have gathered together foreign residents to protect 
them. Though the French are officially not intervening 
in the dispute, their presence backed by tanks has 
made all the difference in its outcome by deterring the 
mutineers from contemplating an attack on the palace. 
{end recording! 


Central African Republic: Radio Reports 
Negotiations To Go Ahead 20 May 


AB2005111996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1100 GMT 20 May 96 


[From the “News Headlines } 


{[FBIS Translated Text} In the Central Atrican Republic, 
negouations between soldiers on a mutiny since 1S 
May and a delegation representating the authorities will 
resume today in Bangui contrary to a report from the 
Presidency saying that these negotiations have been 
postponed. 


Central African Republic: Death Toll Rises to Six; 
40 Wounded in Mutiny 


AB2005113096 Paris AFP in French 
1042 GMT 20 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Bangui, 20 May (AFP) — The 
number of casualties since the beginning of the mutiny 
embarked upon on 18 May by 200 soldiers in the Centra! 
African capital, Bangui, stands at six dead and about 
40 wounded, according to a report issued today by the 
Central Afncan Red Cross. Two mutineers were killed, 
and a civilian died after being knocked down by a 
vehicle driven by the mutineers, and three civilians died 
in clashes relating to ongoing acts of looting. About 40 
civilians were injured, most of them by stray bullets. 


gral African Republic: Government Views 
CODEPO’s March, Demands 

ABISOS192596 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 15 May % 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} In the Central African Re- 
public [CAR], members of the Democratic Council of 
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Opposition Political Parues [(CODEPO) staged a march 
in the streets of Bangui yesterday to protest restncuons 
imposed on individual liberties and Central Afmeans’ 
difficult living conditions. Furthermore, the CODEPO 
demanded the resignation of the government and the 
organizauon of early elections. [passage omitted] 


Reacting to the protest march, the government said 
that the opposition’s demonstration was 4 true failure 
and that wt [words indistinct] take into account the 
situation prevailing in the country. Let us listen to CAR 
Government spokesman (Charles Sassy) speaking to 
our correspondent, Francois Lue Moukouangur: 


[Begin recording} [(Nassy}] We inherited an economi- 
cally ruined country, and we had to make do with it. 
We were confronted with a number of events which we 
did not cause, that 1s the devaluation of the CFA franc 
Like the other countnes around us, we could have taken 
measures which would have resulted in rapid and un- 
controlled privauization and sacnficed Central Africans 
Also, we could have implemented immediately, as we 
were demanded to do, the new regulations of the civil 
service which, as you know, were to result in reducing a 
bit the salaries of certain categories of civil servants. We 
have been able to resist the problems up to now, | mean 
this month of May. It is true a number of problems actu- 
ally exist. The majority of civil servants are asking that 
some money be paid into their accounts to help them 
meet some tamily obligations at home. We agree with 
them on this point because we are well aware of their 
difficulties, but the problem is that we are now trying 
our best to have our application for aid accepted by the 
IMF board of directors so as to finally find a genera! 
and final solution to Central Africans’ problems. The 
opposition is demanding the resignation of the enure 
government because it cannot resolve the crisis. Such 
demands are part of (politics-onented) games. We do 
not play such a game, but we are rather trying to resolve 
Central African problems. 


{Moukouangui] What would you say about the opposi- 
lion's criticisms that the authorities have monopolized 
the state media’ 


{(Nassy)}] Only on 12 May, [words indistinct] alone mo- 
nopolized a widely followed program — The Seventh 
Day — at which the government was not even repre- 
sented. Their criticisms are the ones made in all the 
countnes that are pursing a democratic system. [end 
recording] 
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Djibouti 
a, Minister on Eritrean Border, Regional 


MM1705115896 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 17 May 96 p4 


[Telephone interview with Mohamed Moussa Chehem, 
Djibouti minister of foreign affairs and international 
cooperation, in Djibouti by Khalil Matar in New York; 
date not given] 


(FBIS Translated Text} Mohamed Moussa Chehem, 
Djibouti minister of foreign affairs and international 
cooperation, has denied having ever spoken of Eritrea’s 
occupation of territory that belongs to his country. He 
accused Eritrea of raising the question, reaffirming at 
the same time his call for the withdrawal of the recently 
published which shows some Djibouti territories as 
being part of Eritrea. Mohamed said that his country 
reserves the right to have recourse to international 
Organizations should it exhaust all efforts for resolving 
problems through bilateral talks. 


Mohamed was speaking thus in a telephone interview 
which AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT had with him in Dji- 
bouti. The Djibouti minister began the interview by say- 
ing: "We have not said anything about any Eritrean oc- 
cupation of our country. Since 18 April, our position 
has been that the Eritrean officials have published a 

of their country which includes lands belonging 
to ji ‘uti. We only talked of incidents of firing at our 
bord’ ~ We have expressed our rejection of the Eritrean 
mar .d since then, there has been no change in the sit- 
ual 4. 


"When I visited Asmara a few days ago, I repeated the 
same statements. But they changed what we said. I can 
assure you that what was published was not what I said." 


{Matar} The welcome you were given by the Eritreans 
seems to have been characterized by coolness, particu- 
larly as President Isaias Afwerki apparently re to 
receive you. Is that true? 


[Mohamed] No. When we arrived at Asmara airport, 
the foreign minister was there to welcome us. He told 
us that the president was not in the capital and that he 
had asked the minister of local government to welcome 
us and receive our ident’s message to them. We 
did not feel any coolness, indeed on the contrary, they 
welcomed us and invited us to lunch. But we did not 
want to waste our time, particularly as the plane we 
traveled in was a private one and its cost was high. So 
we decided to return. We were escorted by the foreign 
minister who also was the one who welcomed us and 
he bid us farewell with great warmth. 


[Matar] What was their reaction to the message? 


[Mohamed] They said nothing other than that they will 
deliver it to their president. We are still awaiting their 
reply. 
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{Matar] What did the message say? 


[Mohamed] We asked them either to withdraw the map 
or to work for the demarcation of the borders between 
our two countries, on the basis of the 1892 agreement 
between France and the Ethiopian Empire. 


{Matar} What lies behind the Eritrean attitude in your 
opinion? 

[Mohamed] We do not know. But we have explained 
to them that we are members of the OAU and that 
we abide by its charter. We are also members of ie 
IGADD [Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and 
Development} which has its headquarters in Djibouti. 
We were surprised by the map which we consider not 
to have any legal basis. 


[Matar] Is there any connection between this [Dji- 
bouti’s}] stance and the Eritrean-Yemeni problem over 
the Hanish islands? 


[Mohamed] There is no connection between the two 
questions. We actually have encouraged Eritrea and 
Yemen to resolve their problems through dialogue and 
on an equitable basis. Our position on the islands is that 
as a country close to the islands we feel the area should 
live in peace and security and that should Eritrea and 
Yemen fail to reach a solution through dialogue, then 
they can have recourse to the International Court of 
Justice. Dialogue, however, is proceeding at present vii 
French mediation and we hope it will succeed. 


{Matar} In your opinion, are the islands Yemeni or 
Eritrean? 


[Mohamed] The law will decide this. We, on our 
part, have not taken any stand in support of one side 
against the other. We have not supported Yemen against 
Eritrea nor Eritrea against Yemen. We have friendly 
and fraternal relations with both countries. For this 
reason, we have advised them to seek adjudication 
in international law. The French mediation, however, 
seems to have provided the best way. 


[Matar] Some say that Israel pushed Eritrea into this 
confrontation. Is this true, in your opinion? 


[Mohamed] We have nothing to indicate that Israel was 
behind this problem or behind Eritrea’s behavior toward 
Yemen or Djibouti or any other country. We are a 
neighboring country to Eriirea and we believe that our 
relations with it are excellent. 


[Matar] Some say that the current problem between 
Eritrea and Djibouti derives its roots from an old 
problem that existed between Ethiopia and Djibouti, and 
that these problems go back to the days of the flight of 
Mengistu Haile Mariam. What do you say to that? 
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[Mohamed] We have had distinguished relauons with 
Ethiopia since the days of Haile Selassie and Mengistu 
and still do now in the days of Meles Zenawi, Our 
relations are good and indeed excellent in all aspects, 
there is economic and social cooperation between us, 
and we have no problems whatsoever. 


{Matar} There is talk about naval vessels that were 
smuggled out during Mengistu's flight and Ethiopia has 
been asking for them to be given to Eritrea. 


{Mohamed} Ethiopia has never asked us, officially or 
unofficially, to hand over these ships to Eritrea. Ethiopia 
advertised the sale of these ships in the press and any 
country can buy them from Ethiopia and take possession 
of them from Djibouti. 


{Matar} What is Ethiopia's role? Has it been mediating 
between you and Eritrea’ 


[Mohamed] Ethiopia is a neighboring country and 
it recognizes the agreement concluded between the 
Ethiopian Empire and France concerning the borders 
of Djibouti. 

{Matar} Do you mean that Ethiopia supports Dyibouti's 
position? 


{Mohamed} Ethiopia has its own position. But it recog- 
nizes Djibouti’s borders as agreed with France. All the 
African countries, according to the OAU charter, recog- 
nize the borders of other countries as demarcated in the 
colonial days. The OAU charter states that the problem 
of borders that we have inherited from colonialism re- 
mains as it is without any change. Ethiopia recognizes 
this and takes the aforementioned agreement, which we 
consider to be the basis of our borders, into consider- 
ation. The agreement is still valid, as Ethiopia admits. 
As to the map adopted by the Eritreans as a basis for 
their map, it is the one that was agreed between France 
and Italy and signed by the then French Prime Minister 
Laval and the Italian leader Mussolini. It is an agree- 
ment which was never endorsed by either the French or 
the Italian side. Furthermore, Italy abrogated the agree- 
ment in 1989 and said that it 1s no longer valid, which 
consequently means that the French- Ethiopia agreement 
is the one that remains. 


I wish to point out here that what is happening is 
akin to the scenario between Libya and Chad which 
led to a recourse to the International Court of Justice. 
We consider that the result that emanated from there 
{International Court of Justice] affirms that the 1935 
agreement between Italy and France was annulled. 


{Matar} Are there any military battles going on at 
present between Dy:bout: and Eritrea’ Has Eritrea oc- 
cupied any Dyibout: territory’ 
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[Mohamed] Since my statement of 18 April, in which | 
said that our forces were fired upon by Eritrean forces, 
the situation has been calm and there is no tension on 
the borders. There is also no Eritrean occupation of any 
Djibouti territory or any shelling or anything else. I have 
not said anything [about occupation], neither here nor 
in Asmara nor anywhere whatsoever. All I said was that 
the main problem is the map published by Eritrea which 
shows a part of our land as being part of Eritrea. 


[Matar] Are you planning to raise this quesuon at the 
United Nations? 


[Mohamed] At present, we prefer to resort to a policy of 
good neighborliness so that peace may prevail between 
Eritrea and Djibouti. This, however, does not prevent us 
from reserving the right to have recourse to all possible 
means in the future should Eritrea fail to respond to us. 


We are asking Eritrea to withdraw the aforementioned 
map of Eritrea or amend it and return to the 1994 map 
which does not include Eritrean territory. 


Eritrea 


Eritrea: Foreign Minister Leads Delegation to 
France 

EA2005102496 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya OS00 GMT 19 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] A delegation led by Foreign 
Minister Petros Solomon left at dawn today for France 
to sign the document that Eritrea and Yemen have 
agreed upon. Prior to his departure, Mr. Petros Solomon 
told the ERITREAN NEWS AGENCY there are two 
fundamental issues: First, the need for the two coun- 
tries to solve the problem peacefully; and second, the 
achievement of a soluuon through arbitration. He also 
said that the disputed case, which is the essence of the 
conflict, will be defined by a court to be established. In 
addition, France, which 1s playing the role of facilitator, 
and the Governments of Ethiopia and Egypt, will par- 
ticipate in the meeting as witnesses and observers. 


Somalia 


Somalia: Two Factions Agree To Jointly Fight 
Aidid 


EA1605204796 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Vowe 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 
1630 GMT 16 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Abdirahman Shaykh Ahmed 
Fod'adeh, the USC-SNA [United Somali Congress- 
Somali National Alliance) acting chairman, and Abdi 
Hassan Awaleh Qeybdid, the USC-SNA secretary of 
internal affairs, today met semor officials of the RRA 
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(Rahawein Resistance Army] high command, led by Mr. 
Mohamed Ya'qub Ishag, accompanied by Mr. Hassan 
Abdi Adan Mr. Yunus Ma’‘alim Abdullei. During 
the three-hour meeting, the two sides resolved: 


1. To jointly revive the trade and brotherly relations 
destroyed by the self-appointed group: 


2. To jointly deal with anyone bent on jeopardizing 
Somali unity: 

3. That the USC-SNA and RRA will jointly confront the 
gee group known for its policy of setting the 
Somali people against each other, as evidenced by the 
wars they had instigated in Bay, Bakool, and Banaadir 
regions. 


In conclusion, the two sides issued a joint call to the 
Somali people to make a concerted effort in confrontung 
those who were escalating the civil wars adversely 
affecting the country's development. They also appealed 
to the international community to send urgent assistance 
to the needy Somali people. 


The meeting ended in an excellent atmosphere. [passage 
omitted] 


Uganda 


Uganda: Kony Rebels Ambush Vehicle Convoy; 
Four Reported Dead 


EA1705212996 Kampala THE NEW VISION 
in English 17 May 96 p 2 


{Article by Nelson Otto: “Four Die in Kony Rebel 
Ambush" } 

{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Four people died when 
Kony rebels ambushed a convoy of seven vehicles at 
Agago Bridge, seven miles from Corner Kilak on Lira- 
Kitgum . They also burned a relief lorry KAD 147K 
belonging to InterAct, carrying ten tonnes of cooking 
oil to Kitgum. The names of the dead were not readily 
established but survivors said two were males, a mother 
and a child. [sentence as published] [passage omitted] 


The Fourth Division Commanding Officer, Brigadier 
Chefe Ali, blamed the incident on drivers who, he said, 
stubbornly defied Army orders of not moving without 
escorts. [passage omitted] 


Uganda: LRA Rebels Resume Offensive Against 
Defense Force in Gulu 


EA!705212696 Kampala THE MONITOR .n English 
13 May % p 20 

{Article by Charlies Baimoi: “Kony Rebels Resume 
Offensive in Gulu") 

{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Rebels of the Joseph Kony- 
led Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) resumed operations 
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in Gulu District well before the final results of the 9th 
May presidental clecuons were announced. The rebels 
yesterday [12 May] set ablaze a vehicle belonging to 
a Sudanese Catholic priest. The ambush took place 20 
km along Kitgum-Lira road, according to reports from 
Kitgum. 


A Catholic mission source in Gulu told THE MONITOR 
that the incident happened between Dure and Acholibur. 
[passage omitted] 


In a related development, LRA rebels have been 
dropping leaflets in Koch, in Gulu, announcing that 
they were resuming their offensives against the UPDF 
[Ugandan People’s Defense Force], given the fact that 
Yowen Museveni had won the 9th May elections. The 
rebels are said to have resumed their operations in Gulu 
District soon after partial results revealed Museveni 
was heading for victory. 


This comes only 15 days into a 40-day cease-fire 
declared by the LRA on 26th April to “allow people 
[to] participate” in the 9th May presidential elections. 
In their rallies, the rebels have been urging locals to 
vote for Ssemogerere. 


Uganda: Kony Rebels Said Preparing for ‘Major 
War’ 

EA1805174496 Kampala THE NEW VISION 

in English 18 May 96 pl 


[Article by Pelegrine Otonga: “Rebels Attack Villages”) 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Kony's Lord's Resistance 
Army rebels ransacked an estimated 100 houses at Laro, 
five miles east of Gulu on Tuesday [14 May] night. 


They took some people and used them to carry their 
loot which was mainly clothes and radio sets toward 
Atoo hills where the captives said they were camping. 
Some captives, most of whom were 15 years old and 
above, were released and returned home at dawn on 
Wednesday. They said the rebels were about 50, all 
armed with new rifles. 


The rebels told them that they were preparing for a 
major battle with the UPDF (Ugandan People’s Defense 
Force} which they accused of aiding Museveni to rig the 
presidential elecuon, captives said. [passage omitted] 


“They told us that they have got better weapons and 
that they were only waiting for the arrival of their other 
group from Sudan to begin the war,” said an exhausted 
elderly man. [passage omitted] 
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South Africa: Nation Votes Against U.S. at UN 
Despite Aid 

MB1705182496 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 May 96 p 12 


(Report by Peter Fabricius] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text} South Africa is the sixth- 
biggest recipient of American foreign aid worldwide 
— but sided against the US on 53% of votes in the 
United Nations last year, the conservative US Heritage 
Foundation think-tank said. 


The foundation, influential among the conservative 
Republican Party majority in the US Congress, has 
urged congress not to vote aid this year for countries 
that oppose the US. 


In a report published on Tuesday the Heritage Founda- 
lion said that seven of the 10 largest recipients of US 
aid, including SA (South Africa], had voted against the 
US at the UN on a majority of votes in 1995. 


It said that SA, which received $132,378-million 
(R569,225-million (rands}) in US aid last year, had 
voted against the US on 53% of votes. It also singled 
out SA as a country which was aciually undermining 
US interests abroad “by quickly extending relations to 
some of America’s biggest enemies — Cuba, Iran and 
Libya." 


The foundation said the UN voting patterns contradicted 
the Clinton administration's argument that foreign aid 
helped the US gain influence with countries around 
the world and that these countries generally supported 
American foreign policy goals. 


"If a direct connection exists between foreign aid and 
winning friends overseas ... recipients should be voting 
with the US in the UN most of the time. In fact they do 
not.” 


The foundation's research showed that 64% of US 
foreign aid recipients voted against the US most of the 
time. India, the fifth-largest recipient with some $157- 
million (R675-million) in aid in 1995, voted against the 
US 83% of the time — as often as Cuba and more often 
than Iran. 


It noted that Egypt, the second-largest recipient of US 
aid voted against the US on 67% of votes; and Haiti, 
whose leader Jean-Betrand Aristide was restored to 


power by US troops, still voted against the US on 60% ~ 


of votes in 1995. 


“Congress would do well to cut the programme further.” 
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South Africa: Five Men Attack Lebanese 
Ambessador at Embassy 


MB2005061296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2242 GMT 19 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Johannesburg May 19 SAPA 
~- Lebanese An:bassador Charbel Stephan and his 
nephew Mansour Stephan were attacked by five men, 
two armed, at the embassy in Johannesburg on Sunday 
night, police reported. Stephan said this was the second 
attack on the embassy in a week. 


South Africa: Lebanese Ambassador To Leave 
Because of High Crime Rate 


MB2005065296 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in English 0500 GMT 20 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Lebanese ambassador to 
South Africa says he’s leaving the country because 
of the high crime rate. The embassy in Johannesburg 
was attacked for the second time in a week last night. 
Ambassador Charbel Stephan had to have stitches after 
he and his nephew, Mansour, were attacked by five men, 
two of them, armed. The men escaped with a cellular 
and a mobile telephone, as well as other goods. Mr. 
Stephan has been ambassador to South Africa for four 
years. 


South Africa: Atomic Energy Corporation Says 
Lose of Expertise ‘Shocking’ 

MB1905132296 Johannesburg BEELD [BUSINESS 
BEELD supplement] in Afrikaans 15 May 96 p S7 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The latest statistics on train- 
ing in South Africa are shocking; especially since South 
Africa is losing more expertise due to the emigration of 
trained people to foreign countries, than it did three or 
four years ago. 


This was said by Atomic Energy Corporation of South 
Africa [AEC] Chief Executive Officer Waldo Stumpf 
on Monday during a meeting of the Mineral and Energy 
Affairs Committee. 


Whereas 30,000 apprentices were trained in South 
Africa in 1975, this figure plunged to 12,000 in 1982, 
and last year to a mere 5,000, Stumpf said. 


“This is a recipe for disaster, especially in view of the 
fact that South Africa aims to become an export-oriented 
country,” he said. 


According to Stumpf, South Africa is in the process 
of becoming an exporter of expertise because foreign 
countries offer top employees excellent salanes, which 
they in turn accept. 
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Stumpf further said the restructuring of the AEC since 
{990 has brought about a decrease in the corporation's 
personnel figures, from 8,166 to a record low of 2,227 
currently. This decrease of 72 percent has brought about 
a considerable loss in technology for South Africa to 
other countries. 


Stumpf quoied a world renowned expert in the field of 
competitiveness, and wartied that it only took two years 
to wipe out an economical backlog, but 10 years for 
a technological backlog, and 20 years for a backlog in 
expertise. [sentence as received] 


He said the AEC’s dependence on the state since 
1990 had dropped by 72 percent, or 621 million rands 
annually. 


This had been made possible by, among other things, 
an increase in production sales, the closure of a large 
number of plants, and the suspension of many scientific 
and research programs. 


The income from sales of nuclear and other industrial 
products has risen from a meager amount in 1990 to 
2340 million in 1995/96. [passage omitted] 


South Africa: Armscor Said Seeking ‘Responsible,’ 
‘Respectable’ Image 

MBI705185496 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
17 May 96 p7 


(Report by Rafiq Rohan] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Controversial Armscor [Arma- 
ments Corporation of South Africa] says it has cleaned 
up its act from when it used “unconventional methods” 
to sell arms during the apartheid years and wants to be 
seen as responsible and respectable. 


In a presentation to Parliament's portfolio committee 
on foreign affairs, it said that over the last three years it 
had undergone “a most profound transformation”. The 
main task of the organisation is to acquire and export 
armaments. 


Senior manager of planning, Dr Andre Buys, promised 
the committee this week: “The organisation has been 
completely restructured and all past practices and poli- 
cies have been discontinued.” 

Armaments 

In addition to securing armaments for the South African 
National Defence Force, Armscor also gets security 
equipment for the South African Police Service and 
Correctional Services . 

Last year Armscor spent R3.64 billion [rands} to buy 
equipment. However, of this amount, R567 million was 
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spent in foreign deals. Much of the armaments involved 
in the deals were developed in South Africa. 


"This high level of self sufficiency in arms production 
is a major strategic advantage for South Africa,” Buys 
said. Armscor exported R691 million of arms last year. 


Representatives 


The committee learnt that because of the high turnover 
in the arms trade, Armscor had set up ffices in France, 
Switzerland, Russia, Israel, Abu Dhabi, China and 
Malaysia. 


"In other countries we make extensive use of the 
services of our diplomatic representatives and military 
attaches,” Buys said. The departments of Defence, Trade 
and Industry and Foreign Affairs are “kept informed" 
about all activities on a daily basis. Armscor assured. 


Buys also pro:iised that Armscor would apply the 
principle of transparency in the arms trade, but only 
as far as “national security interests" would allow. 


In a final reassurance, Buys said: “International arms 
trade has not only become an accepted international 
phenomenon, but also a powerful instrument of foreign 


policy. 


"We are committed to conducting our business in an 
open and responsible way in close liaison with the 
Departme it of Foreign Affairs.” 


South Africa: SANDF To Adopt Policy Allowing 
Gays in Military 


MB1705163496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1530 GMT 17 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG May 17 
Sapa — South Africa will join only three other countries 
in the world to adopt a policy that protects gays and 
lesbians in the military, the National Coalition for Gay 
and Lesbian Equality said on Friday. 


The South African National Defence Force on Wednes- 
day [15 May] adopted a policy preventing discrimina- 
tion based on sexual orientation. The policy goes hand 
in hand with South Africa's new constitution — the onl: 
one in the world to protect gay rights. 


“Lestian and gay members of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the 
previous South African Defence Force and the Azanian 
People’s Liberation Army served their country with 
distinction,” the coalition said. 

(We) would parucularly like to commend the inclusion 
of equality for lesbian, gay and bisexual members of the 
armed forces.” 
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South Africa joins Australia, Israel and the Netherlands 
in extending rights to gays and lesbians in the military 
— an issue that has sparked controversy in countries 
such as the United States. 


The coalition said often soldiers had to conceal their 
sexual preference to avoid discrimination or dismissal. 
Gay defence force members had also complained that 
heterosexual activities were condoned and homosexual 
activities ostracized. 

The SANDF said it would promote people regardless 
of sexual orientation, but would not tolerate disruptive 
sexual behavior, whether it be homosexual or hetero- 
sexual. 


“The present policy of the SANDF does not prohibit 
the appointment of any person with homosexual prefer- 
ences," spokesman Capt Louis Kirstein told Sapa. “Any 
sexual atypical and immoral behaviour which proves to 
be detrimental to maintaining military discipline is un- 
acceptable behaviour for any member of the SANDF." 
Defence Minister Joe Modise will appoint a work group 
to monitor the implementation of the anti-discrimination 
policy. 


South Africa: Private Intelligence Firm ‘Causing 
Concern’ for State 

MB 705182996 Johannesburg NEW NATION 

in English 17 May 96 p 3 


[Report by Jimmy Seepe] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Activities of a new private 
intelligence structure, Panasec Corporate Dynamics, 
set up by senior officials from the former National 
Intelligence Services (NIS) is causing concern within 
the government agency. 


More worrying is confirmation that Panasec members 
say they want to work with senior officials in ‘he 
government and recruit other retired members of -he 
intelligence. 

NEW NATION has established that two political organ- 
isations — they are known to us — have asked Panasec 
for help. 


A member of the current intelligence services who 
requested anonymity is concerned that some of the 
country’s secret documents and information can easily 
be cc:mpromised by the actions of Panasec. 


But a senior official of the current national intelligence 
has warned that the government would not hesitate to 
deal with any private network that violated or compro- 
mises the country’s intelligence. Another concern is that 
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Panasec can become a parallel intelligence structure to 
government. 


Some observers are asking whether the establishment of 
Panasec and the resignation of the National Party (NP} 
from the Government of National Unity last week are 
not linked. 


Panasec is headed by Dr Kobus Scholtz, who was 
responsible for coordinating major intelligence activities 
for the NIS and Daan Opperman, former director of 
foreign operations who was at several stages stationed 
in the United States, but was later sacked and declared 
persona non-grata for spying activities. 


Maritz Spaarwater, who operated within the country and 
was in charge of branch operations for the NIS during 
the 1980s, is also a member. 


Spaarwater denied that Panasec would try to compete 
with government structures or even compromise the 
country’s intelligence. 


“Our focus is on business intelligence and private 
security matters,” said Spaarwater. "We will be engaged 
in conventional and confidential industrial investigation 
which will include among other things, internal fraud." 


Spaarwater confirmed to NEW NATION that his or- 
ganisation turned down two political parties who asked 
them to do work for them. 


"We do not want to have any connection with political 
parties,” he said. “We have committed ourselves to do 
only commercial and industrial espionage and investi- 
gation.” 


Despite their stated objectives, some people wonder if 
Panasec can stay clear of secret government information 
if they utilise their contacts in the current intelligence 
services. 


Senior Director General of National Intelligence Moe 
Shaik told NEW NATION that although it was within 
the NIS members’ rights to establish a private intelli- 
gence agency, they got concerned when senior members 
who were part of the intelligence neiwork set up such 
a structure. 


“The establishment of private intelligence agencies is a 
worldwide phenomenon that has developed during the 
past few years as they offer services to different clients,” 
said Shaik. 

"We cannot stop anyone from establishing a private 
intelligence service.” 

But Shaik said private intelligence networks which 
overstepped the law would be dealt with like anyone 
else who violates the law. “We will not allow anyone, 
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either within our structure or outside, to use his or 
her influence to undermine the intelligence service by 
assessing government information.” 


Shaik warned that any of the current members who 
might be tempted to work with private agencies by 
providing them with informauon would be charged. "We 
will, however, try and ensure that this does not happen.” 


Spaarwater said they were committed to the current 
dispensation and would not do anything to undermine 
it. “We will abide by every rule we are bound with 
in the official Secrets Act. We would not accept any 
secret government document that might be passed to us 
by anyone”. 


Shaik said it would be of great concern if senior 
members of the government entrusted with public trust 
and money, could go out of their way to employ private 
intelligence agencies. 


But he does not think that Panasec will try to compete 
with established government intelligence network since 
they serve different clients. “They as a private intelli- 
gence agency would not provide their information to 
government.” 


Regarding a possible working relationship between 
Panasec and the NP, Shaik said: “We are not going 
to prescribe for the NP what to do when they leave 
government. We cannot stop parties from hiring private 
intelligences.” 


Meanwhile, Shaik said FW de Klerk would lose his 
right to access secret government information collected 
by the intelligence network when he leaves his current 
position. 


South Africa: ANC Reportedly Considering Pulling 
Out of W. Cape Cabinet 


MB1I705164596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 17 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In a dramatic about-turn the 
ANC is now considering whether to pull out of the 
National Party [NP] dominated Western Cape Cabinet. 
The move contradicts an earlier statement by provincial 
ANC leader Chris Nissen who said the party would re- 
main in the provincial government 0: unity. Provincial 
ANC Secretary General James Ngculu said the party's 
provincial executive committee had decided last night 
that it would reexamine the issue on whether to remain 
in provincial Cabinet. This follows the NP’s withdrawal 
recently from the national Cabinet and from all provin- 
cial cabinets, except the Western Cape. 


Mr. Ngculu said the issue of the NP’s withdrawal from 
government would be discussed in general terms, as well 
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as how it affected the ANC in the Western Cape. He said 
Mr. Nissen's earlier statements had been an assessment 
of the situation at the time, but was not necessarily the 
final position. Mr. Ngculu said the ANC’s provincial 
executive will meet next week to decide whether to 
withdraw. 


South Africa: ANC W. Cape Leader Says Party 
Not To Withdraw From Province 


MB1705180996 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 17 May 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] ANC Western Cape leader 
Chris Nissen has once again reiterated that the ANC 
will not withdraw from the provincial legislature. He 
was reacting to reports today that the party's provincial 
execulive committee had decided last night that it 
would reexamine the issue on whether to remain in the 
provincial cabinet. The statement came from provincial 
ANC Secretary General James Ngculu. This follows 
the NP’s [National Party] withdrawal recently from 
the national Cabinet, and from all provincial cabinets, 
except the Western Cape. 


Both Mr. Nissen and Mr. Ngculu said the ANC would 
next week discuss the implications of remaining in 
the legislature. Mr. Ngculu said the issue of the NP’s 
withdrawal from government would be discussed in 
general terms as well as how it affected the ANC in the 
Western Cape. He said Mr. Nissen’s earlier statements 
had been an assessment of the situation at the time but 
was not necessarily the final position. 


South Africa: Editorial Urges ‘Strong ANC,’ 
Rebuilding of Structures 


MB1505202896 Johannesburg MAYIBUYE in English 
May 96 Vol 7 No 4 


[Editorial — “Two Years of Democracy;" received via 
internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Our nation celebrated last 
month the second anniversary of the country's first 
democratic election. Much has happened since 27 April 
1994 — much still needs to happen. As our democracy 
matures, we are addressing with greater confidence 
the country’s overwhelming economic and development 
problems. We have realized that miracles have their 
limits, and that if we are going to transform this country 
a lot of hard work is going to be needed. 


We are also aware that not everyone in this country 
shares our vision of a new society. The National Party, 
Democratic Party, Freedom Front, Inkatha Freedom 
Party, are each trying to cling onto their own little piece 
of apartheid. This has been vividly demonstrated in 
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the last few weeks, where negotiations around the new 
constitution have been bogged down on issues like the 
property clause, the ‘right’ to lock-out, and state support 
for single medium schools — all issues which threaten 
to entrench apartheid realities in the final constitution. 


The same reactionary tendencies have shown them- 
selves in the legislative process, where these parties 
have sought at both a national and provincial level to 
use legislation to maintain apartheid inequalities. The 
Inkatha Freedom Party continues to abuse its control of 
the resources of the KwaZulu/Natal provincial govern- 
ment, resorting to violence and abusing traditional Zulu 
institutions to hamper free political activity, develop- 
ment, and democracy in the province. 


Big business is similarly opposed to any measures which 
could redress past imbalances. The South African Foun- 
dation report, Growth for All, which has the backing 
of most large business, promotes an economic strategy 
which would enrich South Africa’s wealthy minority 
without providing anything of worth to South Africa's 
majority. The positions adopted by business in forums 
like Nedlac [National Economic Development and La- 
bor Council] confirm their mmitment to strengthening 
their own privilege at the eapense of the interests of the 


country’s people. 


Add these factors to the devastating social and economic 
legacies of apartheid, and the democratic movement has 
a momentous task on its hand. Through its dominance 
in government and its historical position in civil society, 
the democratic movement has managed to make inroads 
in a number of areas — from the provision of free 
primary health care, to the transformation of the SA 
{South Africa] Police Service, to the provision of basic 
services, to the creation of a single national education 


department. 


But there have been shortcomings. The coordination of 
the program of the democratic movement in govern- 
ment, in trade unions, in organizations, leaves a lot to 
be desired. This has meant that on a number of occa- 
sions the democratic movement has not been able to 
move forward as a single, united force. This gives rise 
to confusion, allegations of lack of consultation, and in- 
effective use of the resources at our disposal. 


Central to this coordination is a strong ANC. If the 
leading force in the democratic movement is weak, then 
the effectiveness of that movement is bound to suffer. 
ANC structures at all levels have recognized this and 
have committed themselves to programs to rebuild their 
structure, whether at branch, region, province or national 
level. 
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It also requires that the organization's leaders, many of 
whom have been deployed to government, commit more 
of their time and energy to building the structure of the 
ANC. Unless this happens the ANC, and the democratic 
movement as a whole, will prove incapable of fulfilling 
the daunting task which history has given it. 


South Africa: De Klerk Says NP Not Rejecting 
Democracy by Withdrawing 


MB1805 164896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 18 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Outgoing Deputy President 
F.W. de Klerk says the National Party [NP] is not reject- 
ing reconciliation by withdrawing from the government 
of national unity. 


Addressing a meeting in Mmabatho in the Northwest 
Province, Mr. de Klerk said the NP was more committed 
to reconciliation than ever before. He said one of the 
reasons the NP had decided to withdraw was because 
there was a Strategy within the government to te 
his party down. Mr. de Klerk said President Nelson 
Mandela had also stopped consulung the NP when 
making decisions. He said the NP’s departure from 
government would allow real democracy to take root 
in South Africa. 


South Africa: Four Massacred in Donnybrook 
Region of KwaZulu/Natal 


MB1805183396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1657 GMT 18 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} DONNYBROOK May 18 
SAPA — Four people were massacred in an attack at 
the St Charles township in Donnybrook in the KwaZulu- 
Natal Midlands on Saturday afternoon. Details of the 
murders were sketchy, and police were on the scene 
investigating. 


Initial reports said the victims were members of the 
African National Congress, but this could not be 1mme- 
diately confirmed. 


According to police, the vicums had attended a funeral 
in the township earlier in the day. Details were not im- 
mediately forthcoming due to the lack of communica- 
tion facilities in the Donnybrook region. 


The time of the attack could also not be ascertained. 


Eleven people were massacred at Donnybrook’s Junc- 
tion township on March 22. 


Members of the police's special investigation team 
probing murders on the KwaZulu-Natal south coast 
would investigate the scene on Sunday morning, police 
said. 
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South Africa: Violence Erupts at IFP Rally in 
KwaZulu; 1 Dead 

MB1905203196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1946 GMT 19 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN May 19 SAPA — 
One woman was shot dead and at least 13 Inkatha 
Freedom Party supporters wounded in two attacks on 
buses leaving a rally in KwaZulu-Natal on Sunday 
afternoon, police said. 


The buses transporting the IFP supporters after attending 
a rally addressed by IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
in Impendle in the Midlands came under attack in the 
Bulwer area in the south of the province. 


In the first attack nine men and three were women 
wounded and a woman killed when gunmen opened fire 
with automatic rifles. In the second attack on another bus 
one woman was wounded. The attacks occurred about 
7pm on roads between Impendie and Bulwer. 


Further details were not immediately available. 


South Africa: KwaZulu/Natal Premier Blames 
Violence on Party Opponents 

MB2005020096 Johannesburg SABC Z Television 
Network in English 0400 GMT 20 May 96 


(FBiS Transcribed Text] In other paris of the [KwaZulu/ 
Natal} province at least three people were killed, and 
14 wounded in three separate attacks. We spoke to 
KwaZulu/Natal Premier Frank Mdlalose earlier this 
morning and asked him if he had any idea who's behind 
the attack. 


[Begin recording) [Mdlalose] Well, certainly I have no 
idea who is responsible for the attack, but obviously it’s 
people who are the enemies of IFP (Inkatha Freedom 
Party], and also people who are the enemies of elections 
that are coming on in June. Well, we all know that there 
are some people that wanted elections to be postponed 
for another three months or so, and were saddened that 
they are coming in in June. We also know that there are 
many people that are set to destroy IFP, and I think it 
is among these people that you are likely to find these 
that conducted the ambushes. 


[SABC Correspondent Prudence Solomon] So, tell me 
what can be done to lower the political temperature in 
the province? 


(Mdlalose} All we can hope for is that the leaders would 
not talk in double language, double talk, but that they 
would sincerely appeal to their followers to stop this 
violence, and that’s about all we can do at the moment, 
but if there are some leaders that are against elections, 
and are against IFP. and are for violence there's very 
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little you can do, except just to appeal to them to stop 
the nonsense. [end recording] 


South African Press Review for 17 May 
MB1705134896 


(FBIS Report) 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Truth Commission *‘Bogged Down’ — South Africa's 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission and its pursuit of 
“*the truth’, where the atrocities of the apartheid era are 
concerned, is getting bogged down,” says a page-24 edi- 
torial in Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN in English 
for 17-23 May. “Relatives of victims are preparing fur- 
ther litigation to block the granting of amnesties. Squab- 
bles keep breaking out over the per eived lack of even- 
handedness in dealing with those on either side of the 
political divide. The whole process is becoming mud- 
died and messy.” The paper believes there are two main 
goals for the establishment of the commission: to in- 
form society about the abuses of the past and to unravel 
conspiracies which may have a relevance to conunuing 
abuses of human rights. The “carrot and stick of amnesty 
and prosecution” is the type of leverage that should be 
used to force disclosure of human rights abuses. 


Mbeki's Public Image ‘Damaged’ — A second editorial 
on the same page wonders what the country will be like 
under Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. Because Mbeki 
still “lives at the moment in Mandela's shadow" he 
"has not yet been able to put his own clear stamp 
on things.” “In the past few years he has been driven 
by the politics of ascendancy — all his political work 
seems to have been directed to ensuring he got the 
prime job.” However, MAIL & GUARDIAN forsees 
two "problems." “The first is that in his determination 
to get the job, he has alienated other key ANC leaders.” 
The second, “is a communications one. He appears 
to prefer behind-the-scenes committee manoeuvring to 
public display, often treating the media with disregard.” 
Furthermore, some of his advisers “seem to think that 
their job consists mainly of complaining to the media 
and thus feeding Mbeki’s own distrust, has damaged his 
public image.” 


SOWETAN 


Criticism of Large Percentage of White Staff in Foreign 
Missions — “When the Government takes the country 
two steps forward, there are ministries that take us 
three steps backwards. One of these is Foreign Affairs 
under ANC veteran Alfred Nzo," states a page-10 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
17 may. Referring to a report that 86 percent of staff 
members in foreign missions are white, SOWETAN 
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Says it “exposes Nzo’s lack Ymmitment towards 
a rapid transformation of hi. —.-partment, if not his 
incompetence. It is also a scandal that our missions in 
African countries are mainly staffed by whites.” 


NEW NATION 


NP Withdrawal From Unity Government — Johannes- 
burg NEW NATION in English on 17 May in a page-10 
editorial comments on the National Party's, NP, with- 
drawal from the government of national unity, saying its 
"*spiritual trek” will "lead nowhere” because De Klerk 
plans to “build a new party image on an anti-ANC foun- 
dation rather than on the pillars of a strategic political 
vision.” Another NP “shortcoming” is that it should be 
absolved of all blame for the past simply because it 
is no longer in government. De Klerk should know that 
"the legacy of four decades of NP rule cannot simply be 
wished away because he and his party no longer share in 
the responsibility of governance." NEW NATION also 
comments on the “erroneous” assumption within dis- 
advantaged communities that “with the NP out of the 
way, the ANC in government has been unshackled and 
need no longer feel constrained to deliver on its election 
promises.” NEW NATION points out that the constraint 
on delivery has been the lack of “sufficient resources” 
and this “will not change fundamentally, whether the 
NP is in government or not.” 


BEELD 


NP’s ‘Survival’ at Stake — The decision by the National 
Party, to withdraw from the government of national 
unity “was a necessary step towards normalization,” 
argues the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 13 
May in a page-8 editorial. “If it really has a dream 
of becoming the majority party, it will have to be as 
inclusive as possible; it dare not retreat to an ethnic 
base; it cannot oppose blindly; and it must not play a 
purely destructive role,” because events have shown that 
“there is an extremely delicate balance within the party 
which is going to be severely tested in future.” “If the 
NP really wants to be credible and relevant, it will have 
to win the hearts of millions, not just thousands.” “It will 
have to tackle its new era in pure opposition politics 
with a clear strategy, or it will find that its new role 
holds less advantage than its controversial presence in 
the government of national unity.” One hopes that “the 
constructive element within the NP will set the pace,” 
because “at stake is not just a healthy democracy and 
a multiparty system, but also the survival of the NP 
itself.” 


~w Cabinet Must Deliver — “With the new appoint- 


nemts to the cabinet announced yesterday, President 
Nelson Mandela has made it clear that from | July the 
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country will have an all-ANC cabinet,” notes an edi- 
torial on page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
of 15 May. “It appears that he and the ANC leadership 
are determined to prove that the ANC has sufficient 

and talent to govern the country successfully,” 
says BEELD, adding that “that is precisely what needs 
to happen.” They “have their team, and the great consti- 
tutional debate is over. They must now prove to South 
Africa and the hesitant outside world that they are do- 
ing something about economic growth, the problems in 
KwaZulu/Natal, crime, the removal of social backlogs, 
and other challenges.” 


South African Press Review for 18 May 
MB1805 191396 


(FBIS Report] 
SATURDAY STAR 


Rand Fluctuation ‘Inevitable’ — Foreign and domestic 
investors "dislike uncertainty and instability in whatever 
guise they may be" notes a page-8 Johannesburg SAT- 
URDAY STAR editorial in English on 18 May. “With 
the country’s return to the global marketplace, some cur- 
rency fluctuation will be inevitable for the foreseeable 
future. With this in mind, the prevention of fluctuations 
is not a realistic or attainable goal, in spite of the fact 
that, according to our new constitution, this is pretty 
much the only function of the Reserve Bank.’ The need 
is, therefore, not to prevent currency fluctuation, but to 
minimize it by making South Africa's economic poli- 
cies and political climate “predictable and transparent’. 
The adoption of the final constitution is an importan 
step toward “speedy normalization”. 


Easy Solution for Environmental ‘Lunacy’ — This week 
a Gauteng gold mine made a “pathetic plea” that it could 
not afford to contain its waste and that the government 
gave it permission to “wipe out" a wetland area. This 
“underlines the lunacy of the present economic system,” 
States a second editorial on the same page. It suggests 
that "a global taxing policy should be aimed at reversing 
falling water tables, falling soil fertlity, deforestation, 
fossil fuel burning, rising food prices and destructive 
activities such as mining.” “The concept of taxing those 
who use up the Earth's resources is a good one.’ 


South African Press Review for 19 May 
MB1905202096 

(FBIS Report} 

SUNDAY TIMES 


No Will To Deal With Crime — “The transition from 
the old regime to the new is taking place haphazardly 


oa 
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and is not informed by a binding sense of duty and 
reaponsibility in either the public or private sectors,” 
States a page-26 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES edi- 
torial in English on 19 May. “But it is on the question 
of crime and violence that both the public and private 
sector really stand accused,” it continues. There are few 
signs of the police force’s determination to handle even 
small crimes, before tackling the big ones, “thereby in- 
stilling a pervasive culture of lawfulness.” “Worse, some 
people show a sneaking admiration for those who make 
a fast and dirty buck,” which ends up equating criminal- 
ity with celebrity status. Just a year ago, President Man- 
dela called for a “moral crusade to cement our democ- 
racy,” but the main thing standing in the way 1s the “lack 
of political will” to enforce the law. 


BEELD 


Campus Unrest — Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
on 19 May in a page-20 editorial comments on the “omi- 
nous pattern of violence and disruption” at the coun- 
try’s tertiary campuses, saying “there are fundamental 
problems in the country’s education system.” In view of 
“serious” questions regarding standards in many black 
schools, it is not surprising that black students perceive 
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tertiary institutions as “extremely hosule.” They look for 
blame in so-called “racism” by authorities of universities 
and technikons, and find standards in these instituuons 
“too high, Western-oriented, and therefore exclusive." 
Militant black students, who from time to ume disrupt 
Campuses, are intent on “transforming and Africaniz- 
ing” the institutions concerned. But these terms usually 
mean the "lowering of standards, and the removal of 
the lecturing personnel who maintain those standards,” 
and white students are “justified” in saying their fel- 
low students act destructively and hinder “meaningful 
studies.” The editorial proposes the implementation of 
“structural changes” in the entire educational system as 
already recommended by the Commission for Higher 
Education in its interim report. Besides, "much" could 
be learned from the U.S.’s “community colleges,” which 
have succeeded “remarkably in curbing tensions in that 
country’s top universities, while playing a significant 
role in career training.” The country’s “most immediate 
challenge” right now is to protect the integrity of uni- 
versities and technikons. If it ignores this, then South 
Africa will slide back to a “Third World status,” a situ- 
ation which could take it decades to recover from. 


Is report may contain copynghted 
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Angola 
Angola: UNITA Adds New ‘Elements’; Commission 
Meeting Delayed 
MB1605204796 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 16 May 96 


(Report by Manuel da Conceicao]) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} The Joint Commission was 
supposed to hold its 36th session today, but the meeting 
was postponed at the government's and the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angoia’s [UNITA] 
request, all because UNITA has added new elements to 
the peace process, thereby forcing both teams to consult 
their leaderships. 

The meeting was supposed to assess the UNITA troop 
confinement process, the government troops’ return to 
the nearest barracks, the issue of prisoners, and the 
resumption of humanitarian aid operations in various 
parts of the country. [passage omitted) 

In an interview with France's LE FIGARO newspaper, 
UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi said he would reject the 
post of vice president as long as Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos is simultaneously president of the Republic and 
the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
Party. [passage omitted] 


The Joint Commission is scheduled to work in south- 
ernmost Cuando Cubango Province’s Caiundo District 
tomorrow, to assess UNITA troop confinement condi- 
tions there. The UNITA leader promised to have 50,000 


men quartered by 15 June. 

According to a report by the UN Angola Verification 
Mission-3, UNITA had confined 30,848 men by today. 
(passage omitted] 


Angola: Government Refutes Savimbi Interview 
Remarks 


MB1705205296 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 17 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Angolan Embassy in Paris 
has replied to [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola, UNITA, leader] Jonas Savimbi’s re- 
marks in an interview he granted France’s LE FIGARO 
newspaper. 

The Angolan Embassy issued a clarification note today 
concerning Savimbi's interview with LE FIGARO. This 
is the text of the note: 


On 15 May, the daily LE FIGARO published an 
imterview with UNITA leader Dr. Jonas Savimbi. The 
interview contained passages which this embassy feels 
it is its responsibility to clarify. 
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The UNITA leader made the following remarks: 


1. UNITA intends to keep control over diamond-rich 
areas for survival reasons; 


2. There is the need to constitute in November a 
transitional government — in which all political parties 
will participate — which will supervise the holding of 
elections; 


3. Abandonment of the post of UNITA leader should Dr. 
Savimbi accept the vice presidency — because he will 
be under the authority of the president of the republic, 
who is also chairman of the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola, MPLA; 


4. The government’s military and police forces daily 
threaten UNITA military forces that have already been 
confined and disarmed. 


These remarks are much too far from the truth and 
do nothing to help the Angolan peace process or the 
national reconciliation effort, which demands gestures 
encouraging greater mutual trust. In view of this, we 
would like to make the following clarifications: 


1. Continued UNITA control over diamond-rich areas is 
in open violation of the Lusaka Protocol, which states 
that state authority must be restored throughout Angolan 
territory; 


2. The creation of a supposed transitional government 
is in contradiction with all the undertakings made by 
Jonas Savimbi at the two summits in the Gabonese 
Capital this year. These undertakings imply a partial 
review of the present Constitution in the first stage to 
allow the legislative and presidential mandates to be 
extended, the vice presidencies to be established, and 
to form the government of national unity and national 
reconciliation. The second stage should see the new 
Angolan Constitution approved by all parties with seats 
in the National Assembly. New elections will be held 
when the United Nations announces that conditions are 


in place for that purpose; 


3. There is no undertaking requiring Dr. Savimbi to 
renounce his party's leadership. This is not even a 
constitutional prerequisite; 


4. There is a real and rigorous undertaking whereby the 
Angolan Armed Forces are supposed to return to the 
nearest barracks. By the same token, the Rapid Inter- 
vention Police are supposed to go into their assembly 
areas. This has been observed by the UN Angola Veri- 
fication Mission-3. 
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Angola: UNITA Official Discusses Savimbi’s 
Planned Trip To Europ: 

MB1805193996 London BbC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 17 May 96 


(From the "Ultima Hora” program] 


(FBIS Translated Text} There are unconfirmed reports 
that Jonas Savimbi, National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader, intends to 
travel to various European countries. A Portuguese 
newspaper reported today that Savimbi has confirmed 
a meeting with Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio 
Guterres. Our correspondent Carlos Alberto Araujo has 
just interviewed UNITA Information Secretary Marcial 
Adriano Dachala on the details of the trip. 


(Begin recording} [Dachala] It is not strange that Presi- 
dent Savimbi is planning to visit some European coun- 
tries. On the planned meeting with the Portuguese prime 
minister, the world already knows that the Portuguese 
press is good at fabricating events. So, I will not con- 
firm the report that my president's agenda includes a 
meeting with the Portuguese prime minister. However, 
I repeat, it is possible that President Savimbi will leave 
for Europe now that the Angolan peace process is in a 
crucial stage, to inform the world of developments in 
the country. 


{Araujo} Should this possible meeting with the Por- 
tuguese prime minister be confirmed — and taking into 
account that the prime minister is a socialist and Dr. 
Jonas Savimbi has a good relationship with the former 
Portuguese president, who was also a socialist — do 
you think this would mean the beginning of a new stage 
in the relationship between UNITA and the Portuguese 
Government? 


{Dachala} I have just said that President Savimbi will 
probably visit European countries. Concerning relations 
between Angola and Portugal, they are good. [end 
recording} 

In his recent interview with a French newspaper, 
UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi said he will accept the 
post of vice president only if President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos drops the leadership of the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola. 


(Begin Recording) (Dachala] We believe that in a 
country where democracy is mature, when the leader 
of a party becomes a state president, he normally drops 
his party functions. We believe that we will only find 
the best solutions in Angola if the person holding the 
post of state president doesn’t have party links. 


[Araujo] The issue of Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul 
Provinces has also been mentioned in that interview. It 
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was said that UNITA intends to control those areas for 
survival reasons. Is this not contrary to what was agreed 
in the Lusaka Protocol and to the plan of extending the 
state authority to all parts of the country? 


[Dachala] I believe my president was very clear on 
this issue and I do not have anything else to add. [end 
recording} 


Angola: UNITA Says Governinent Not Responding 
to UN Radio Request 


MB1905151796 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 19 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan population is 
concerned about the issue of the UN Angola Verification 
Mission-3 [Unavem-3] radio which the United Nations 
intends to install in Angola. Since 8 February 1995 
the United Nations has been requesting the government 
to allow it to install the radio to promote national 
reconciliation among Angolans and denounce human 
rights violations. The Angolan Government has not yet 
replied to the reqrest. Sources in Luanda say that the 
Angolan Government is not interested in the issue and 
it is not known what the United Nations’ position will 
be toward this disregard for the 976/1995 resolution. 


Angola: UNITA Military D'se!egztion Arrives; 
Samakuva’s Remarks 


MB1705203396 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] A military delegation from the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA] arrived in Luanda this evening to negotiate the 
integration of UNITA generals into the unified army. 
Our colleague Antonio Cavava has further details: 


{Cavava} The UNITA military delegation, led by Gen- 
eral Lutock Wyio, is in Luanda to conclude the discus- 
sion of all issues connected with the military dossier. 
Here is Isaias Samakuva, head of the UNITA delega- 
tion at the Joint Commission: 


{Begin Samakuva recording] The military dossier in- 
Cludes issues connected with the selection and crite- 
ria for the incorporation and demobilization of UNITA 
troops. It includes conditions provided for troops in 
confinement areas and a series of other issues which 
will certainly be examined at the negotiating table. [end 
recording} 

According to Samakuva, UNITA generals will only 
return to the Angolan Armed Forces after the conclusion 
of the confinement of UNITA troops. 


{Begin Samakuva recording] According to the Lusaka 
Protocol, UNITA generals will return to the FAA forces 
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after the conclusion of the confinement process. The 
UNITA military delegation will discuss all these issues. 
{end recording] 


Namibia 


Namibia: Chinese President Arrives in Windhoek 
for 3-Day Visit 


MB1905132096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2039 GMT 18 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} WINDHOEK May 18 SAPA 
— Chinese President Jiang Zemin arrived in Windhoek 
on Saturday afternoon to begin a three-day state visit to 
Namibia. 

President Jiang, who is on the second-last leg of 
a two-week six-nation African tour, was welcomed 
at Windhoek International Airport by President Sam 
Nujoma, Prime Minister Hage Geingob, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Theo-Ben Gurirab, Namibia's Ambassador to 
China, Peter Mueshihange, senior government officials, 
and members of the diplomatic corps. 


After formalities, including a 21-gun salute, the pres- 
idential party travelled to State House in Windhoek, 
where the two presidents are scheduled to hold private 
talks. President Nujoma is to host a state banquet for 
President Jiang in the capital on Saturday night. 


Senior Chinese government officials including Foreign 
Affairs Minister Qian Qichen, Foreign Trade and Eco- 
nomic Co-operation Minister Wu Yi and Public Security 
Minister Tao Siju are among the 140-odd members of 
President Jiang’s delegation. 

Although this is President Jiang’s first trip to Africa, 
Namibia is no stranger to China, which supported the 
liberation struggle for independence from South Africa 
of the then South West Africa People’s Organisation 
(SWAPO). 

Political observers view the African visit, which has 
so far included Kenya, Ethiopia, Egypt and Mali, as 
an effort to reassert China’s economic and political 
relations with African countries that are increasingly 
giving their support to Taiwan. 

A third of the 31 countries that have established 
diplomatic relations with Taiwan are from Africa, a 
news report said. China considers the island of Taiwan 
as a renegade province and refuses diplomatic ties with 
nations that recognise it. 

“China will pey more attention to developing its friend- 
ship and ties of co-operation with African nations,” The 
New China News Agency quoted Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Qian as saying recently. 


“Africa needs the world, and the world needs Africa.” 
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Namibia: China’s Zemin Pledges Support ‘Without 
Political Strings’ 
MB1905150996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1419 GMT 19 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) WINDHOEK May 19 SAPA 
— China's President Jiang Zemin on Sunday pledged 
his country’s support for Africa “without political 
strings” and called on developed nations to increase 
their contributions to the continent. 


Jiang, on a three-day state visit to Namibia as part of a 
six- nation Africa tour, was speaking before official talks 
with Namibia's President Sam Nujoma in Windhoek. 


He said strengthening solidarity and cooperation with 
Africa had always been Chinese foreign policy. 


"And under the new situation it is the main thrust of 
China's policy towards Africa.” Sino-African friendship 
had “weathered international vicissitudes and withstood 
the test of time”, he said. 


China was ready, under the five principles of peaceful 
co-existence, to consolidate and develop long term and 
stable state to state relations with Africa. China would 
always respect the choices made by African countries 
of political systems and the road of development suited 
to their actual conditions, Jiang said. 


China was ready to intensify its exchanges and consul- 
tations with African leaders and would support African 
countries to enable them to participate in international 
affairs on an equal footing. 


"Hand in hand the two sides will march towards the 
21st century.” 


He also called for more contributions from developed 
countries in their involvement with Africa. 


In his remarks, Nujoma said Namibia firmly supported 
the One China policy and rejected the idea of admitting 
Taiwan as a member of the United Nations. 


After the talks a NDS million (Namibian collars) grant 
agreement was signed for a feasibility study for a water 
pipeline from the Kavango River, bordering Angolo in 
the north, to bring water to drought-hit central Namibia. 


Foreign Affairs permanent secretary Andreas Guibeb 
told SAPA the talks centred around the present trade 
imbalance between China and Namibia. Three areas of 
interest were discussed: the ostrich industry, the export 
of marble and granite, and potertial joint projects in 
base metal mining. 


Since Namibia's independence, China has made ND109 
million available in aid to the country. 
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Jiang, 70, arrived in Namibia on Saturday afternoon Windhoek on Monday before leaving for Zimbabwe, the 
and attended a state banquet hosted by Nujoma on _final leg of his tour which has included Kenya, Ethiopia, 
. He was due to visit a game ranch $= Egypt and Mali. 


cts ek oe taped ee ye 
“ without son of the owners. 


Guinea 


Guinea: Former Sierra Leonean President Strasser 
Departs for UK 

AB1I705211696 Paris AFP in French 

1730 GMT 17 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Conakry, 17 May (AFP) — 
Former Sierra Leonean President Valentine Strasser, 
who sought refuge in Guinea after he was ousted from 
power by Brigadier Maada Bio in January, left Conakry 
last night for London via Amsterdam, reliable sources 
disclosed in Conakry today. 


Captain Strasser found refuge in Conakry, where the 
Guinean Government put a villa at his disposal. From 
London, he might continue to Florida to pursue his 
studies, as he disclosed to AFP after the January coup. 


Conakry is also home to another former Sierra Leonean 
president, Joseph Momoh, who found refuge there after 
being ousted from power by Capt. Strasser four years 
ago. Reliable sources have indicated that Joseph Momoh 
might return to Sierra Leone soon. A new head of state, 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, was elected there at the end of 
March. 


A week ago, the Sierra Leonean Army proclaimed 
its loyalty to the new civilian regime and President 
Kabbah, who took over from Brig. Maada Bio. The 
country has endured a five-year civil war, which has 
claimed the lives of 10,000 people and forced 2 million 
Sierra Leoneans into exile. The new Sierra Leonean 
Government and Foday Sankoh's Revolutionary United 
Front rebels are currently holding negotiations in Cote 
d'Ivoire to restore peace to Sierra Leone. 


Guinea: Sierra Leone Rebel Leader Says 
Cease-Fire ‘Provisional’ 

LD1905 155896 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 19 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) In Sierra Leone, peace is not 
yet assure’, if we are to believe the remarks made 
by the head of the Sierra Leonean rebels. Corporal 
Foday Sankoh has been in Conakry since yesterday 
to ask General Lansana Conte's Guinea to mediate 
between his movement, the RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front], and the new Sierra Leonean civil authorities. 
nary, Corporal Sankoh is toughening up 

his position: The cease-fire is only a provisional one, 
he warns, intended to permit our farmers to till the 
The RUF leader once again rejects the current 


government, which he wants to see replaced by a 
transitional cabinet before the holding of fresh elections. 
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Guinea: Radio Reports Sierra Leonean Rebel 
Leader’s Arrival 


AB2005 102896 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
0645 GMT 20 May 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) Foday Sankoh has arrived in 
Guinea. The leader of the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF] of Sierra Leone was welcomed at Ghessia- 
Conakry Airport by the foreign minister. The RUF 
leader, at the head of a large delegation of his move- 
ment, would like Guinea to mediate in the restoration of 
peace in Sierra Leone. He arrived by a special flight in 
the afternoon of 18 May. Here is Amadou Diallo with 
a report: 


{Diallo} For his first visit to Guinea, Corporal Sankoh 
arrived with 13 of his aides. He came to Conakry 
with the strong conviction that he will be received by 
Guinean head of state Lansana Conte whom he would 
strongly like to mediate in the restoration of peace 
in Sierra Leone, which has been torn apart by many 
years of civil war. Dressed in a traditional attire, the 
RUF leader stressed that the present cease-fire is not 
permanent, and could last a month or two in order 
to enable the president to work (words indistinct], he 
Stated. 


{Begin Sankoh recording, in English fading into French 
translation) We are going to, henceforth, continue our 
negotiations. We have come here wishing to meet my 
brother, President Lansana Conte, to ask him to kindly 
assist Ivorian President Henri Konan Bedie, who has 
already succeeded in bringing us together as brothers 
to enable us to progress in our negotiations to maintain 
peace and regain our (?freedom), as well as enable our 
people to work in peace. Therefore, we are here as a 
liberation movement. We have only ceased fire, we have 
not laid down our arms. We would like all African 
brothers to contribute in the current negotiations, and 
this is why we are asking our brother, President Conte, 
to kindly use his influence and to contribute to these 
negotiations. [end recording) 


{Diallo} Actually, Cpl. Sankoh, whose movement has 
a bone to pick with the current elected Sierra Leonean 
Government, is disputing the recent elections. Besides, 
the RUF leader has a memorandum which he intends 
to present to President Conte. We are for peace, but on 
certain conditions, he stated. 


[Begin Sankoh recording, in English with superimposed 
translation into French) (Words indistinct) negotiations, 
and we are making progress. The RUF would like the 
formation of a neutral government. We have a document 
asking for a neutral government, and we are going 
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to present this document to His Excellency Lansana 
Conte, his government, and the people of the Republic 
of Guinea. Everywhere in the world, everywhere there is 
war, people are dying and are being displaced. We have 
refugees in (?countries) such as Guinea. We have got 
a bitter experience with refugees. \.ike Liberia, Sierra 
Leone is dying, and we are talking about elections. We 
need a neutral government, a new electoral commission, 
a neutral president, a neutral government, and we are 
prepared to go to the polls. (end recording) 


Liberia 


Liberia: NPFL’s Taylor Reacts to Calls for UN 
Takeover in Liberia 


AB1705174596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 17 May 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Well, many people despair of 
ever finding a solution to the endless conflict in Liberia. 
Many propositions are read. One going around at the 
moment is that the United Nations should increase it's 
role and even perhaps take over the running of the 
country. The newly appointed UN special envoy, James 
Jonah, has said it might be worth considering, and also 
expressed concern about the apparent widespread use 
of drugs by the factional fighters. Well, NPFL [National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia) leader, Charles Taylor, called 
us up in quite a lather about the suggestion that the UN 
could take over. Elizabeth Ohene asked him why he was 
SO upset: 

[Begin recording] [Taylor] It's not just being upset but 
I am blazing.... (pauses) The fact that any individual 
would suggest the receivership of a country that is 
involved in some internal civil war, I think it is criminal 
and irresponsible. That's why |'m upset. 

{Ohene}] But, Mr. Taylor, I don’t think it is only Mr. 
Jonah that is calling for it. In fact, I think the Liberians 
resident in the United States — and that is quite a 
substantial number and a very powerful factor in your 
country’s affairs — also seem to be saying the same 
thing. They want the United Nations to take over the 
country. It is not only Mr. Jonah. 


[Taylor] The type of people you are talking about are the 
same people that are causing the trouble in Liberia. This 
appears to be convenient for them but don’t let's forget, 
James Jonah, as undersecretary general of the United 
Nations along with Abbas Bundu, then the secretary 
general of ECOWAS [Economic Community »f West 
African States}, were the ones that really caused this 
Liberian s ‘uation to continue because of the same lies 
and deception, and | think it is very criminal of James 


FBIS-AFR-96-098 
20 May 1996 


Jonah to come to Liberia and [words indisunct) with the 
process, and he knows there is a great lie about drugs 
being given to young people here. There are no drugs 
being fed to anyone. 


{Ohene) Oh, other people have said thai many of the 
young fighters in and around Monrovia do seem to be 
under the influence something — whatever drug. This 
is not the first time this matter has come up. 


(Taylor) This (words indistinct) here. Let's stop kidding 
ourselves about.... [pauses] you know, if people want to 
do drugs here, we know of instances where drugs used 
to come to Liberia during the airport time, and during 
the free port. We have raised this question but to the 
extent that someone would suggest that because young 
people.... [pauses] you know, that men are fighting in 
Liberia, they've got to be on drugs, then | mean all 
wars in the world, then you have drugs, but what kind 
of a man who calls himself an advocate involved in 
a civil war would suggest that a country be put into 
receivership? Who is James Jonah to suggest that about 
any country? Does he want to be president of Sierra 
Leone and Liberia? 


{Ohene) Mr. Taylor, there doesn't seem to be very much 
left of your country now. There doesn't seem to be very 
much left of Liberia. 


{Taylor} All we need in Liberia is for people like Jonah 
to stop undermining the government here, support this 
government, and let's have these elections in August 
as everyone is talking about, and not talking about 
receivership. 

[Ohene] And are you still talking about a government 
on the ground in Liberia? 


[Taylor] There is one here. | am not talking it. There 
is a government on the ground here in Liberia and that 
government, given the opportunity by those that try to 
undermine it, will put this country back to where it is 
supposed to be. [end recording] 


Liberia: Johnson Complains of Forced Stay in 
Ghana 


AB! 805201496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 18 May 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Roosevelt Johnson, the 
Liberian faction leader, is still in Accra. His refusal to 
accept his dismissal as ULIMO-J [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson) leader 
and government minister and hand himself over to 
face murder charges, sparked the weeks of fighting 
that have turned the Liberian capital, Monrovia, into 
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a hell-hole. He was flown to Accra two weeks ago to 
attend the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States) summit that collapsed spectacularly. 
Other Liberian leaders who turned up have already 
gone home but they are not letting Johnson go back to 
Monrovia. He called us up and Tom Porteous asked 
him if he was in fact being held prisoner. 


[Begin recording) (Johnson) Yes, | am being held, | 
am being held in Ghana against our will and we've 
registered that with the chairman of ECOWAS, and we 
are protesting it. We can't go quiet any longer. I think 
it is time that we let the world to know that we are not 
here at our own will. 


[Porteous] So, are you being held under armed guard? 


[Johnson] Not armed guard per se, but we want to go 
back home. 


[(Porteous}) Where are you being held? 


(Johnson) In Accra itself... [pauses] to a house where 
we are speaking from now, and... [pauses] look, we are 
concerned, we want to go back home. We have never 
been the aggressor. You understand? We have never 
launched any offensive, and all of those people who are 
launching the attack have been transported back, and we 
have been held here against our will. 


(Porteous) Perhaps the feeling is that if you went back 
to Liberia you will create sore trouble. 


{Johnson} Now, I don’t think that feeling could be a 
right feeling. We are not presently in Liberia and there 
is still fighting going on in Liberia. So I don't think... 
(pauses) Anyone who judges in that way will be making 
a very serious mistake, and all of the Liberian people 
are convinced that Mr. Taylor wants to come to power 
by the barrel of the gun, and holding us here against our 
will signifies that there is some (?connivance) going on 
between Mr. Taylor and the government here on the 
ground. There is something fishy happening. 


(Porteous) But if the Ghanaians don’t want you to go 
back home, there is not much you can do about it, is 
there? 


(Johnson) | am not living th the Ghanaians. I am not 
living with them, I am noi obligated to them. 


{Porteous} But there is nothing much you can do about 
it if they prevent you from going home. There is nothing 
you can do. 


(Johason] If they prevent me from going home, there 
is not much | can do, but | think I have the right to 
demand | want to go back home, and that's why | want 
the international community to know, and | want my 
people to know what is happenir ec here. 
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{Porteous} Have the Ghanaians given you any explana- 
tion why they are not letting you go back to Liberia? 


(Johnson) The justification that they are giving is not 
substantial in that | was told by the deputy foreign 
minister that they want things to calm down, in fact, 
they will be afraid that when I go we will start attacking. 
I said, look, we have never started any attack, and the 
people on the grounds are attacking our positions still. 
We have confirmed our support for this decision, we 
have never been the aggressor, and holding us here will 
signify something different. 


[Porteous] But don’t you think that for the sake of peace 
in Liberia, it’s better if you don’t go back to Liberia? 


(Johnson) Look, I think for the sake of peace in Liberia, 
Mr. Taylor should be taken away from Liberia. Then we 
are going to have peace, not Roosevelt Johnson. Your 
records show that Roosevelt Johnson has never been the 
aggressor. Your records prove that Mr. Taylor has been 
the attacker of forces in 1989, and so if you want peace 
in Liberia, I think Mr. Taylor should be the best one to 
get out of there. 


{Porteous} You must feel rather let down? 


(Johnson) Completely disappointed, completely disap- 
pointed and it is not going to help the situation in 
Liberia. [end recording] 


Liberia: AFL Officer Koromah Interviewed on 
Fighting at Schieffelin 


AB2005080396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 19 May 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Over the last three days, the 
situation at Camp Schieffelin has begun to resemble the 
one at the Barclay Training Center [BTC] with elements 
of ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia-Johnson faction}; the LPC [Liberian 
Peace Council}; and the Armed Forces of Liberia, the 
AFL, holding out against attacks by Charles Taylor's 
and Alhaji Koromah’s fighters. But, a couple of hours 
ago, we got a call from Monrovia from Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Khalil Ibrahim Koromah, who described himself as 
the AFL's chief of staff, disputing the fact that any of 
his men were under siege in Schieffelin Barracks. On 
the line, Tom Porteous asked Gen. Koromah what ac- 
cording to him the situation was: 


[Begin recording} [Koromah] The forces that you think 
are fighting against the government are not members of 
the AFL. Those are dissident LPC and Johnson loyalists 
that felt that they have the will to disobey government 
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orders. They are not just centered around the BTC, they 
have a way of reaching out to other places... 


(Porteous, interrupting} It sounds to me as if you are 
involved in an effort to create a new AFL which is 
loyal to Charles Taylor and Alhaji Koromah, and any 
members of the AFL who don't want to join you say 
that they belong to the LPC. 


{[Koromah} Look, the AFL is not just Krahn, Krahn 
group. This is a notion that has.... [pauses] maybe, most 
of you are trying to create to the world. The AFL is 
a national army. It is a national army that had for 
some reason — because of the political situation that 
we had in the Samuel Doe regime — had, in fact, 
some percentage of some particular group of (word 
indistinct} that was part of it, and that is why the APL.... 
[pauses] our leadership is going to be reorganized to 
the point where we have a geographical balance and 
{are} ethnically balanced too, so we wouldn't have the 
problem of somebody owing loyalty to somebody or 
some group of people. [end recording] 


Liberia: ECOMOG Troops Take Up Positions 
Around Monrovia Port 


ABI705172096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 17 May 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The peacekeeping force, ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], in Liberia is apparently 
getting down to business in the poi. area of Monrovia. 
Yesterday, there was a shootout between ECOMOG sol- 
diers and militiamen. It has been variously put down 
to a misunderstanding to a confrontation between gov- 
ernment forces and the peacekeepers and to ECOMOG 
firing on would-be looters. But now it appears that ECO- 
MOG intends to increase its control of the port. From 
Monrovia, Jonathan Peleyle telexed this report: 


Heavily armed ECOMOG troops have began taking up 
position in greater numbers around the port of Monrovia 
following the shootout yesterday in which two people 
were killed. The troops, backed by armored personnel 
carriers, began deploying around the port yesterday 
evening, and by this morning the whole area was (word 
indistin<t} with soldiers. ECOMOG soldiers have also 
taken. rol of the (Tuma) Road between the port and 
the two oridges linking central Monrovia to the western 
Bushrod Island suburb. All major intersections in the 
port area are now under the control of the ECOMOG 
soldiers who were this afternoon showing real authority 
for the first time since fighting erupted in the city last 
April. 


FBIS-AFR-96-098 
20 May 1996 


Reckless driving by militiamen, which has been com- 
mon since the fighting broke out, was this aflernoon 
being contained, at least in the port area, and as part of 
measures intended to prevent further clashes in the cap- 
ital, militia members will now be prevented from cross- 
ing the perimeter of the port area carrying weapons. 


Meanwhile, over 1,000 Liberians and foreign nationals 
attempting to flee the capital are stranded at the port in 
a Russian ship. According to a man speaking on behalf 
of the stranded passengers, the authoritics declared the 
boat unseaworthy after the passengers had paid their $75 
fee to board over a week ago. An official from the port 
authorities said that after repairs are made to the ship, 
it will be checked to ensure that it passed all the safety 
requirements. 


Liberia: Further Clashes Erupt Between NPFL, 
ULIMO Krahns in Monrovia 


AB1805195296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 18 May 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Fighting has continued all 
week in Monrovia. Cease-fires are declared almost daily 
and almost daily violated. Nobody is the aggressor, 
everybody blames each other. There are reports of fresh 
Clashes today at Mamba Point. Anthony Morland of 
the FRENCH NEWS AGENCY is there. Tom Porteous 
asked him what has been happening. 


[Begin recording) (Morland) Shooting started around 
1030 just around the BTC [Barclay Training Center). 
Reporters on the scene said this followed minor gun 
fights and taunting by the NPFL [National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia) and other so-called government forces 
who said: Come on advance, advance. And so the 
Krahns did. They moved right into the Mamba Point 
area where many journalists are staying, pushing the so- 
called government forces back to beyond the American 
Embassy. The Krahns then moved around the area 
around the Greystone Compound where some 40,000 
Monrovians are still living and had small skirmishes 
with the NPFL there. From the hotel, shootings could 
still be heard right up to half past four this afternoon 
and even later occasional gunshots could be heard. 


[Porteous] So who is now in control of the Mamba Point 
area? 


(Morland) It changes hands very frequently. I mean, this 
is the third time the Krahns have made advance. Every 
single time, they've returned back to the BTC. There 
are two interpretations to this: One is just to show their 
strength and despite or perhaps with fewer arms they 
do think they will be better organized and better able to 
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(Morland) it is difficult to say because there have been 
gunshots until very recently, now there is a period 
of calm and since they were taking refuge from the 
it is yet to be entirely clear whether the Krahn 
have gone back. But there are certain NPFL 


Now the WFP was planning to distribute 
food in Monrovia and some other areas | gather today. 
they been able to do that on account of the 
? 


(Morland) Well, that trip was canceled but not on ac- 
count of fighting. The announcement of the canceling 
came before the outbreak. What seems to have happened 
is that those local workers who work for aid agencies 
have been identified as such and various armed elements 
or hungry elements have been targeting them or harass- 
ing them to try give them access to food. Because of 
this, few of these WFP aid workers turned up at the port 
today and WFP officials went down to the port area to 
try and solve this problem. And so the food trip which 
was to distribute food outside Monrovia has been post- 
poned and won't be in till tomorrow. [end recording] 


We just had reports of more skirmishes today between 
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and retired. it has been happening in waves recently. 
From generals downward, anybody who has served a 
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(Begin recording) (Odunfa) According to the VAN- 
GUARD newspaper published this morning, you have 
a total of 218 officers —- one brigadier, 36 colonels, 32 
lieutenant colonels, 97 majors, and 52 captains. 


{Ohene] Now, that's a lot of fairly senior officers. Is 
there anybody left? 


{Odunfa] There are very senior officers in the Army 
and these retirements are coming after the last ones 
done in April in which several other officers, including 
those of general rank, were retired. | think what is 
happening, according to the chief of defense staff, 
General Abdulsalam Abubakar, in April when these 
retirements were leaked, he said the Army was not a 
holiday resort and the officers were bound to go on 
attaining certain age or length of service but he stressed 
that these retirements were not punitive. 


[Ohene] Now, how are these announcements made” 


{Odunfa] There are no public announcements of move- 
ments in the Nigerian Armed Forces. They are an- 
nounced only internally within each arm of the forces 
but these do get out because people who get letters have 
relations outside and they leak these developments to the 


press. 


{Ohene] So, there must be almost a sense of panic now 
within the Armed Forces. People don’t know when they 
might be the next ones to go. 


[Odunfa] To be fair to the High Command, I think most 
of those who are retired know when they are likely to go 
because if you attain the age of 50.... [pauses] and many 
people have been in the Armed Forces for long: some 
of them joined the Army at the age of 25, 30 and maybe 
by the time they are 50, 55, they are already colonels 
or brigadier generals, so they know they are on the line 
and they have to go. The only problem is that people 
are now saying that these are highly trained officers. 
They are officers who are trained at the public expense, 
who have reached a certain level of competence in their 
various trades, and the nation is losing their services. 


{Ohenc! | wonder what happens to retired Army officers 
in Nigeria? What do they do? What do they tend to do” 


{Odunfa] Most of them, as we have seen in the last 
10 years — most of them, go into business. They 
are the.... [pauses] They own banks, many of them 
collect their retirement gratuities to set up businesses, 
most of them have set up banks, and quite a large 
number of them have gone into large-scale farming. 
agriculture, and if we look back we find that the biggest 
farms in the country now are owned by retired military 
officers. Major General Shehu Musa Yar’ Adua, General 
Obasanjo are examples which come to hand very easily. 
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(Ohene} So, there is no chance that any of these people 
will find themselves destitute. They are well catered for. 


{Odunfa) I think they do cater for themselves from their 
benefits and in any case, since we still have military 
governments, they have access to government contracts 
all the time and they do have privileges above civilians 
who are in the same position. (end recording) 


Sierra Leone 


Sterra Leone: Rebel Leader Wants ‘Fresh Polls’ 


AB1905170396 Paris AFP in English 
1646 GMT 19 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Conakry, May 19 (AFP) — 
Sierra Leonean rebel leader Corporal Foday Sankoh is 
Calling for fresh polls, less than two months after Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah was clected president, a Guinean source 
said Sunday (19 May). 


In a memo to Guinean President Lansana Conte, the 
rebel leader — who has been in Conakry since Saturday 
— said that his Revolutionary United Front was ready 
to contest new elections. 


Such a vote, he added, could bring about a “lasting 
ceasefire” in Sierra Leone, where civil war has claimed 
more than 10,000 lives and displaced two million people 
in the past five years. 

But Sankoh, who is trying to get Guinea to mediate in 
the conflict, set down several conditions, the Guinean 
source said. 


FBIS-AFR-96-098 
20 May 1996 


They include the creation of an independent national 
electoral commission, the formation of a “neutral tran- 
sition government” and a census of displaced Sierra 
Leoneans or refugees in neighboring counties. 


Guinea hosts more than 200,000 refugees from its West 
African neighbor. 


Sankoh also said in his memo that the Yamoussokro 
peace accords to end the war in his country had 
“resolved nothing” — and that the ceasefire now in place 
in Sierra Leone was only “provisional.” 


"We have put aside our weapons, not thrown them 
away,” he said. 


Last Wednesday, Ivory Coast Foreign Minister Amara 
Essy said in Abidjan that the Revolutionary United 
Front had announced a “definitive ceasefire,” but the 
rebel leader told AFP he was unaware of such a 
decision. 

The withdrawal of Nigerian and Guinean troops in 
Sierra Leone — where they have been keeping the 
rebels out of Freetown — was discussed in talks 
Saturday between Conte and Sankoh, the Guinean 
source said. 


Upon his arrival Saturday in Conakry, Sankoh told 
reporters that he did not recognize the newly-elected 
Kabbah government and that he would ask for Conte 
to mediate “in the context of peaceful negotiations with 
the so-called current government in Sierra Leone.” 
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